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Why the elections 
will be held on time, 

The decision is a sign that Jordan is charting an independent policy 
regardless of regional developments 



By Ahmad Shaker 

Special to The Star 


Lire HAS returned into Jonda- 
.i vV t # nian politics once more after 
“• •did Prinw Minister Dr Abdel Salam 
, Majali ended almost two weeks of 

' ‘ Cl * confusion by affirming that the 8 
November elections will be held 
‘""ipr. on time. 

.ni.Uva- m Successive insinuation by His 
• !ii *- * Majesty King Hussein and senior 

=i- 1 i. > Jotdanian officials that the elec¬ 
tions might be postponed, in the 
■ i live aftermath of the signing of the 
.! ;< PLO-Israel accord earlier this 
* rT ) onL ^' h as divided the political 

,. circles between those who were in 
1,1 favor of an adjournment and those 
who were against. 

•m pas." But just when it looked certain 
that the postponement decision 
had been taken, the Government 
* } came out of Us weekly Tuesday 
session to confirm the opposite. 

| There are a number of reasons 
' that could have contributed to tins 
; sudden turn of events. Naturally, 
j King Hussein was keen on sus¬ 
taining Jordan's democratic image 
both at home and abroad and to 
maintain the political gains of the 
last four years Jordan's demo- 


•»n pas.'! 


cratic experience since late 1989 
has been one of the essential fac¬ 
tors that helped Jordan overcome 
the negative consequences of the 
Gulf War. 

While Jordanian foreign policy 
has always followed an indepen¬ 
dent and responsible line, it must 
be said that the unexpected devel¬ 
opment along the Palestinian- 
lsraeli track culminating in the 
singing of a bilateral accord in 
Washington between the two. has 
created a short-lived state of polit¬ 
ical weightlessness in Jordan. The 
agreement brought into light a 
number of factors that were not 
included in Jordan's foreign pol¬ 
icy priorities at this time. These 
developments must have casted 
their shadow on the prospects of 
bolding the elections on time. 

But as the Jordanian leadership 
recouped from 'the effect" of Che 
latest developments, the picture 
became clearer again. Jordan was 
able to refocus on the important 
challenges that lie ahead and they 
included the possibility of signing 
a peace treaty with Israel. 

It is now evident that the politi¬ 
cal leadership of this country has 
opted not to by-pass die Lower 


House on the issue of peace with 
Israel and that it will go into the 
final stages of negotiations with 
Israel with a vital and vigilant Par¬ 
liament on its side. 

It is also possible that the Gov¬ 
ernment did not favor the possibil¬ 
ity of reviving the dissolved Par¬ 
liament because it would have 
meant refocusing its efforts on 
w innin g a vote of confidence since 
the present Government was 
formed when Parliament was in 
recess. 

It is now obvious that Jordan's 
decision to hold the elections on 
time reflects a departure from tra¬ 
ditional Jordanian political funda¬ 
mentals. which always took into 
consideration developments on the 
Palestinian from. While Jordan 
remains committed to its special 
relationship with the Palestinian 
-leadership and people, the fact that - 
the elections will be held on time 
points to a new direction of Jorda¬ 
nian politics moving it further 
away from the notion of "Jordan is 
Palestine." 

Those who were in favor of 
safeguarding national unity at all 
expense must have signed in relief 
at Dr Majali's announcement Tues¬ 


day. It was believed that postpon¬ 
ing the elections on the ground 
that Jordanians of Palestinian ori¬ 
gin. especially refugees, will have 
to choose between staying here or 
returning to Palestine, wjll create 
demographic insecurity and will 
fuel regionalism. 

On the short run. Tuesday's 
announcement will ease tensions 
and will end the sudden economic 
sluggishness that the Kingdom has 
been going through lately. Pre¬ 
elections campaigning will revive 
many sectors in the economy 
since an estimated JD 5 million 
will be spent by about 800 candi¬ 
dates before 8 November. 

And finally, the decision to hold 
the elections on time will be wel¬ 
comed by political parties, who 
are nVming for the first time on 
party VtatfbttBS* and who would 
have interpreted the postponement 
as a retraction by the Government 
from its commitment to multi¬ 
party democracy. 

Official registration of candi¬ 
dates will begin on 14 October 
and for three days only while cam¬ 
paigning will be allowed from 14 
October and until 7 November. ■ 
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Survey says economy will benefit during peace 


By Bilal Hijjawi. 

Star Business Editor 

1 *Sf 

A RECENT survey on the impact 
of peace on the Jordanian econ¬ 
omy has found that the business 
community in Jordan believes that 
peace will boost the Jordanian 
economy. 

Results of the survey, compiled 
by Dr Muhammad Malallah, secre¬ 
tary general of the Hashemite 
Association for International Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation, and Dr Muh- 
sen Makhamreh, dean of the 
Faculty of Economics and Admin¬ 
istrative Sciences at the University 
of Jordan, were presented to the 
conference of the International 
Academy of Business Disciplines, 
which was held this week at the 
University of Jordan. 

However, survey results indi- 
. cated that the prevailing mood is 
Jf^iat peace would boost almost 


every sector in the economy, but 
that tourism will lead 

The survey questioned 150 
prominent professionals from dif- 
feroet educational backgrounds; 
including those from organiza¬ 
tions such as the Chamber of 
Commerce. Chamber of Industry, 
Jordan Business Association, Jor¬ 
dan Trade Association and the 
Real Estate Investors Society, 
journalists, ministers, professors 
and Parliamentary deputies were 
also involved. 

"It should be mentioned that the 
economic weight of the sample 
members is rather massive when 
measured by the GDP percentage 
they directly or indirectly control," 
the study staled. The responses 
were high, 98 out of 150 question¬ 
naires sent—constituting 65 per¬ 
cent of the totaL 

The studv suggested that the 
sudden PLO-Israel agreement has 


produced two schools of opinion 
among respondents. One view 
believes peace will give Israel 
greater economic weight in the 
region. The other believes that a 
conflict-free region would invigo¬ 
rate the economies of the Arab 
world and Israel. The study empir- 
caJly assessed the perception of 
respondants with regards to the 
impact of peace. 

The questionaire asked partici¬ 
pants to presume that Jordan's 
agreement with Israel is a reality 
and that peace between the Israelis 
and their neighboring Arab coun¬ 
tries will be achieved 

The survey found that the ser¬ 
vice sector, represented by tour¬ 
ism, insurance, banking and trans¬ 
port, is most likely to benefit. 
Respondants believed that tourism 
will be a major growth area both 
for Jordan and Israel during the 
peace era. Other respondents, not¬ 


ably with higher educational lev¬ 
els, believed that mutual coopera¬ 
tion between the two countries is a 
very likely result of peace. 

Banking and finance is the sec¬ 
ond sector in Jordan that is a can¬ 
didate to benefit most according 
to the survey. 

But most respondents did not 
feel that Jordanian banks would 
open branches in Israel during the 
peace era. 

Eighty five of the respondents 
belived that the insurance sector 
will produce new types of busi¬ 
ness. Although about 50 percent 
did not believe that Jordanian 
insurance companies would 
expand in IsraeL 

Respondents did not anticipate a 
serious upward trend in the trans¬ 
port sector. Only charter flights 
serving group tourists were seen 
as a contender for increased activ¬ 
ities. Surprisingly most believed 







that more Jordanian businessmen 
will be using Israeli ports for han¬ 
dling their freight. Land transport 
between Western Asia and North 
Africa, non-existent since 1948, 
will be expected to resume, the 
study said. 

On the other hand, the manufac¬ 
turing sector, constituting about 
II percent of Jordan's GDP, may 
grow according to the study. 
Many of those polled believed that 
industry will in the long-run grow 
the most with promising potential 
compared to other sectors. "They 
[respondents] maintain that most 
of the other sectors are operating 
at or near capacity whereas the 
manufacturing industry has plenty 
of room to develop and tap the 
domestic and export markets," the 
study said. 

The state of investments in Jor¬ 
dan received a good deal of atten¬ 
tion. The study found that the 
activities of the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) will have a real 
and longlasting effect. 

Votes split evenly on the issue 
of joint Israeli-Jordaman ventures. 
The rank order of sectors attract¬ 
ing foreign investments found 
manufacturing on top of the list 
pushing construction and real 


estate to the bottom. Agriculture, 
services, transport and high tech¬ 
nology came respectively after 
manufacturing. 

The impact of peace on Jordan's 
huge trade defecit was not 
received with the hype that was 
expected of iL "This field research 
revealed that respondents expea 
this sector to be only moderately 
affected by peace." the study said. 
However it maintained that per¬ 
ceptions indicated a better perfor¬ 
mance by Israeli trade. 

A genera] section titled. Impact 
of Peace on Selected Macro 
Issues, found respondents believ¬ 
ing thai unemployment is higher 
than reported, that peace would 
ameliorate its intensity as wages 
are not expected to drop. 

Participants in the survey did 
not expea real estate value to drop 
in peace times against common 
belief but on the contrary. 

The study concluded that die 
overall impact of peace in the 
region can only be positive. How¬ 
ever, a conservative and limited 
acknowledgement of Arab-Israeli 
business interaction was put forth. 
"Business dealings between Jor¬ 
dan and Israel are not expected to 
immediately pick up." ■ 
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Marriott 
chairman visits 
Amman 

■ Mr JW Marriott, Jr, chairman 
and preadent of the Marriott Corp. 
amved in Amman thin week en 
route to Dubai where the interna¬ 
tional hotel chain will launch a new 
Dubai Marriott. 

"Peace would stabilize the area 
wmI more tourists would show up. The expansion of bus*** 6 ®, 
here would undoubtedly happen In the region, especially in me 
non-oil producing countries," Mr Marriott told The Star. He 
said that Marriott had been very successful in the Middle East 
and in Amman ft is leading competition. . 

Mr Marriott said that he had been approached lately by in¬ 
vestors regarding the opening of a Marriott hotel fca Jericho- 

He said diet the company is contemplating the opening of 
Marriott hotel In Aqaba, "-Ant it's stffl early to decide mi such 
a big investment" The Amman Marriott offers 294 guest 
rooms including 5 Royal Suites and over 130 smaller smtes ana 
shrilos. The Marriott Corp. was founded in 1927- ■ 



Conference debates 
women role in 
democratic process 

By Amy Henderson 
Star staff writer 

A THREE-day symposium held at the Jordan L'nixcrsity tor Women 
examined women's role in Jordan's democratic process and their 
limited role in political life. 

Minister of Social Development Mohammad A! Sqour opened the 
conference Monday, demanding lhal it omen he granted more free¬ 
doms and reminding the audience that the Jordanian Constitution 
provides equal rights and duties for Jordanian citizens regardless of 
ethnic origin, language or religion. 

"The constitution granted Jordanians the right to set up societies 
and political parties, hold meetings and address publie authorities 
regarding matters of public interest.'' he said. 

The conference was attended by nearly 250 Jordanian business 
and political figures seeking to identify the problems women face in 
the political arena. 

Dr Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, president of the General Federation of 
Jordanian Women addressed the audience on Tuesday, suggesting 
that one of the difficulties for women trying to establish themselves 
in political life stems from the lack of attention they receive from 
political parties. 

"Most political party charters don't address women's issues." she 
said- "Of those which do. the subject of women in the social domain 
is covered; their equality to men in the social structure and their role 
as the pillar of the family. Why are they only addressed in the social 
as pea?" 

Dr Abu Ghazali asked whether political parties themselves could 
form groups.ta improve the political status of women. 

Her study of 12 Jordanian political parties repealed that women's 
numbers in party leadership remain low. 

"Most parties had no representation of women in the leadership." 
she said and added that only two parties said they would nominate a 
women as parliamentary candidates. Some panics responded that no 
women ask to be nominated, and established parties "don't or won't 
nominate women," she said. The majority of panics also said they 
were opposed to a women’s Parliamentary quota. 

"The objecting parties say it is contradictory to the democratic 
process to establish a women's quota." she said, "although they think 
that without a quota, women won't be elected to parliament." 

She criticized those who called for women's political parties say¬ 
ing that doing so is "a contradiction to equality." 

"Parties just aren't convinced of the political role of women," she 
claimed. 

Women's limited role in politics is also inhibited by their own 
self-perceptions, said Dr Amal Daghesuini. an associate professor 
at Jordan University. 

Dr Daghesuini and Dr Mousa Shtciwi presented the results of a 
study aimed at gauging Jordanian citizen's attitudes and tendencies 
about personal characteristics (academic qualifications, general and 
political education, strong personality and self-confidence) required 
for political work and obstacles that impede women's participation 
m politics. 

"We've found that women don't have the right attitude towards 
their own abilities." Dr Daghestani said. "They think that the charac¬ 
teristics needed for political work are more prominent in men. This 
keeps them from participating or at least participating successfully 
in political life." ; 

The study, a random survey of 2050 Jordanians, showed that 
nearly 85 percent thought that the qualities listed are more promi¬ 
nent among men. 

Continued on page 2 
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Ross on satellite 

• The American embassy in 
Amman invited last week journal¬ 
ists to attend a news conference 
via satellite wife US peace process 
special coordinator Mr Dennis 
Ross on the implementation of the 
Isracli-Palestinian Agreement We 
were surprised to learn from the 
brief provided by the embassy that 
Mr Ross was only accepting ques¬ 
tions by journalists from Paris. 
London. Rome and Madrid. The 
question that poses itself surely is 
why inviie Jordanian journalists if 
they arc not allowed to question 
Mr Ross on issues related to their 
own region? Were they expected 
to siL dnun and watch as passive 
spectators'. Since the peace pro¬ 
cess is about the destiny of the 
Arabs and affects us more [tun 
anvbody else, shouldn't the peace 
coordinator be talking to Arab 
journalists rather than to European 
ones?”! 

New centre of 
Jerusalem 

JV At last a new research center on 
Jerusalem will finally be setup in 
Amman with the possibilities of 
opening branches throughout the 
Arab world. No doubt this move is 
pan of the new peace era we will 
be living in shortly; and the setting 
up of such a center in the Arab 
world may be long over due. Our 
countrymen are suddenly feeling 
the urge, and rightly so. to study, 
debate' and collect archival mate¬ 
rial relating to Jerusalem and at 
last to try to counter the Zionist 
onslaught aimed at the Judizution 
of Jerusalem. The center will aim 
to build an integrated data base 
system about the city and to cany 
out studies. It will issue a political, 
social and economic periodical as 
well as hold meetings and confer- 


WEEK 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


nces on the city. replace Chairman Yasser Arafat 1950s to just 34 per 1000 by 1990. 



ences on the city. 

Hamas wants new 
PLO, Habash and 
Hawattneh want to 
topple Arafat 

M Arafat instructed all Palestinian 
factions to halt military operations 
against the Israeli army as well as 
collaborators in the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories. said the commander of 
the Farah hawks in Gaza to a 
French news agency. Fatah sup¬ 
porters had 
already 
stopped such 
activities after 
the signing of 
the PLO- 
Israeli accord 
on 13 Septem¬ 
ber. Mean¬ 
while. opposi¬ 
tion to the Hawatmeh 
accord is' 

increasing as Mr Ibrahim Gho- 
sheh. as" spokesman for Hamas 
Islamic movement in Jordan 
spoke of the need to set up an 
alternative Palestinian leadership 
and called for a meeting of opposi¬ 
tion groups to convene next week 
in either Syria or Sudan. He said 
that "it is imperative that a new 
Palestinian leadership emerges to 
really reflect the firm principles of 
the Palestinian people." He said 
that the PLO "is no longer consid¬ 
ered by many as the representative 
of the Palestinian people since it 
betrayed our national cause.” Bui 
PLO factions such as the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine and Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine want to 
fight the accord from within (he 
organization. PFLP leader Dr 
George Habash and DFLP head 
Mr Naycf Hawatmeh said that 
they would support a call to 


replace Chairman Yasser Arafat 
as long as the PLO does not lose 
its sums as the sole legitimate rep¬ 
resentative of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple. Dr Labeeb Qamhawi. a Pales¬ 
tinian professor and businessman 
in Amman, said that the oppo¬ 
nents' reactions to the accord "was 

feeble against the major develop¬ 
ments in the region." He said that 
"if and when Arafat fails to 
deliver on promises to the Pales¬ 
tinians” then the calls for an alter¬ 
native leadership would become 
realistic/ 

5.2 million Jordani¬ 
ans by the year 
2000 


S A recently published report by 
the National Population Commis¬ 
sion estimates that by the year 
2000. the population of Jordan 
will increase to 5.2 million. By 
the year 2030 the population will 
increase to nine million if the 
present growth rale persists, the 
report said. The present popula¬ 
tion of Jordan is 3.9 million hav¬ 
ing increased from 586.000 in 
1952. The report said that the 
growth is in the cities of Amman, 
Irbid and Zarqa where the fertility 
rates are higher and the mortality 
rates are iow'er chan other areas in 
the country. 

More and more women today 
are willing to use birth control 
methods—at least 50 percent 
according to a 1991 survey. The 
report said that the rate of birth 
per family dropped from 7.6 chil¬ 
dren in 1986 to 5.6 in 1990. The 
mortality rates have also dropped 
due to improved health services in 
the country. It is now six per 1000 
having decreased from 12 per 
1000 in 1970. Mortality rate 
among children has also dropped 
drastically from 125 per 1000 in 


Election box 

• There are already 1024 candi¬ 
dates who have officially entered 
the elections race, of which 240 
candidates are standing for the six 
Amman constituencies. In the 
Karak constituency alone, there 
are a massive 123 prospective 
candidates, in Zarqa more than 
100 candidates, while in Irbid the 
number is 103. 

■ The Jordanian Democratic Pro¬ 
gressive Party has just announced 
the names of its candidates for the 
coming elections. They are Nezar 
Al Kayed for Amman's second 
constituency. Ali Al Rawashdeh 
for Jeresh. Ahmed Makalbah for 
irbid, Fans Jamaileh for Madaba 
and Mohammad Harridan for 
Zarqa. 

■ The Popular Unionist Party 
(Unionists) has applied for a 
licence to publish a newspaper 
named Al Uruba, whose chief edi¬ 
tor will be Mr Marwan Ahmad Al 
AbdaJlaL a member of the polit- 
buro of the party. 

■ Al Ahd Party will be fielding 
more than 20 candidates in the 
next elections, a large number 
compared to the other smaller 
parties. 

■ The nationalist and leftist par¬ 
ties are aying to form a coalition 
to fight the next elections. 

New poll on peace 

M A new poll has showed that 68 
percent of Palestinian respondents 
support the- recent Palestinian- 
Israeli accord. Only 28 percent 



oppose it and 3.5 percent had no 
opinion. Slightly different results 
were obtained when respondents 
were asked whether they thought 
the Gaza-Jericho First would lead 
to a Palestinian state, 60.1 percent 
said yes, 33 per cent said no and 
6.6 percent said they did not 
know. The latest poll of 1505 peo¬ 
ple over the age of 18 has been 
carried last week out by the Jeru¬ 
salem Center for Media and Com¬ 
munication, which is managed by. 
Mr Ghassan Al Kbateeb, a mem¬ 
ber of the Palestinian delegation ro 
die peace talks. The poll was car¬ 
ried on behalf of CNN and a 
French TV network. 

Conference on 
Arab horizons 

m Dr Naheel . 

Shaath's Engi¬ 
neering and 
Management 
Consultants 
are currently 
organizing a 
conference to 
be held 
between 18 
and 20 Octo- c . ,, 
ber at the Shaath 



Forte Grand (Plaza) boteL. The 
conference- theme win be "Arab 
Horizons in a Changing World." 
The organizers ' in Amman are 
hoping to attract the .widest num¬ 
ber of participants. Dr Shaath, as 
the PLO. _ president's political 
advisor, is a household name and 
will be presiding over the confer-, 
ence sessions. 

Al Ahali journalist 
Imprisoned 

■ Af Ahali reporter, Mr. Ramdan 
Al Raw ashdeh, who have been 
covering the Muta . trial at the 
State Security Court, has been 
charged with slandering the court, 
publishing news of the trial and. 
violating Article .42 pf the Press 
and Publications Law. Mr Raw¬ 
ashdeh was sre n by the military 
prosecutor in the case of. unfair 
and biased reporting by the 
attorney. ■ ■: 

A press release put out by AJ. 
Ahali said that they were surprised 
that Mr Rawashdeh-was arrested 
and charged and said that he was 
not sianftonng the court but was 
only conveying the point of view 
of the defence lawyer. The state¬ 
ment said that such an action is a 


dangerous step,' contradicts the 
'democratic changes whicbjhe 
country is undergoing and direct iy 
goes against the right to free 

repotting. ... 

. JOn the other hand, the military 

prosecutor said that the press has 
tiie right to criticize the executive 

branch but not the judiciary. 

Since Mr Rawashdeh is not a 
member of the Jordan Press Asso¬ 
ciation (JPA), the military prose¬ 
cutor is trying to prove that the 
defendant is hot a journalist. 

The JPA has declined to com¬ 
ment on the issue, but the case it 
t ajrftn to trial will be the first erf its 
kind since the Press and Publica¬ 
tion.Law was adopted earlier this 
year by Parliament 

7000 telephone 
lines cut off 

■ Mr Yusef Al Hadidi, the head 
of fee collection department at fee 
Telecommunication Corp., said 
that 7000 telephone lines have 
been cut off so far because of 
unpaid bills; the namber is likely 
to increase even further. Mr 
Hadeedi said the corporation has 
collected so far nearly JD 1 
million. 


Women and democracy 

Continued from page 1 .. . . 


For the 
Record 

By A idl 'dd Sikihcr 


■ An inter-Arab retotlam 

seminar wifi be hefaf 
Aqaba on 1 December to 
be attended by prominent 
\rab politicians and tfcmk-. 
crs. The seminar is tasag 
organized by ••• 

Though Forum mhIw 
C enter for Strategic Stod- - 
Vcs at the Uaiversity-pf 
Jordan. .. ‘ 

■ The Government .has 
submitted a report cpfr 
mining its remaria .and 
observations on the World. ■ 
Bank report on the devsfc ? 
opment- of the West Bank r . 
and Gaza Strip darhg tig ; 
interim period- The *Y 0 t?d ,• 
Bank officially informed i 
Jordan that it wifi Shidy 
Che Jordanian remarks : 
and suggestions and MdU ?• 
take into consideration the 
points that deal with Jot- 
dan's own request for . 
assistance. HRH Crown t 
prince Hassan is expected 

to put Jordan's case to 
World Bank officials dur- 
mg his current visit to the 
United States. . - ‘ 

■ A Chilean delegation of 
tour operators will arrive . 
in Jordan on 6 October 
headed by the director of 
the Chilean National Tour- . 
ism Board. The delegation 
will visit various touristic : 
areas in Jordan and will 
hold talks with Jordanian 
officials with the aim of 
increasing cooperation 
between Jordan and Chile 

in the field of tourism. 
Among the proposals is the 
opening of a direct air 
route between the two 
countries. 
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"If we could improve fee self- 
concept of women,” she said, "we 
could do a lot for them , as far as 
politics." 

Other . factors ' inhabiting 
women's participation in political 
life included men's opposition to 
women's participation,' society's 
unacceptance, women’s lack of 
acceptance of women's participa¬ 
tion and women's inability to coor¬ 
dinate between family obligations 
and political responsibilities. 

Only drie^feirti' of DrDaghes-' 
tani s'respondents'Said' feat polifl- - ' 



cal parties are sufficiently, con- 
<y.mwt about women's issues com¬ 
pared to 75 percent who believe 
feat Government and voluntary 
societies give -women's issues due 
concern. . 

■ The five sessions were chaired 
by Dr Mustafa Hamameh director 
of the Center for Strategic Studies 
at Jordan University, Senator Laila 
Sbaraf, Dr Amin Mahmoud, presi¬ 
dent of Jordan University for 
Women andfa'amAl Mufti, direc- 
"lortjf trie Noorj/tTHussem Eorni- 
^daifon.M ■>* 


■ Central Bank of Jordan: 
(CBJ) sources has said that 
the current stability in for¬ 
eign exchange reserves in . 
the Kingdom will induce, 
the CBJ to reduce foreign 
exchange restrictions next 
year with the final aim of 
lifting these restrictions 
altogether. Current regula¬ 
tions include restrictions 
on die amount of hard cur¬ 
rency that Jordanians are 
jajlQjyeg! tfl take outside the 

cothntjy.-.'... .. . .. 
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■ The Astra Company for Com¬ 
mercial Agendas and Van Cleef 
and Arpels,.the French perfume 
Tnflnnfarhnr ws held- a tr aining 
session for their agents at the 
Jordan InferContinentaL In 
attendance was Mrs S. Bridet, 
the head of the Training Depart¬ 
ment at Van Cleef and Arp els. 
The session involved familiariz¬ 


ing the agents with the perfumes 
of the company, which is one of 
the biggest in the world. 

Mr Emad Tayyah, the general 
manager of Astra welcomed the 
French company's representa¬ 
tive and the participants and 
expressed the hope that further 
training sessions will take place 
in the fixture. 
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Elections to be held on time after all 

* One thing has remained constant about Jordanian politics, 
especially in the last two years, and that is it had never been bor¬ 
ing or predictable. In the last few months 
alone Jordanian democracy was seen as 
veering from its intended course. The 11th 
Parliament was dissolved to allow for a 
Governmental alteration of the elections 
law, and then when candidates were going 
into high gear to prepare for the November 
elections, the King appeared to be on the 
verge of postponing the elections. 

After a spell of confusion and uncertain¬ 
ties, it now appears that the Government 
has decided to go ahead with the 8 Novem¬ 
ber elections in spite of the latest political 
developments on the Palesdnian-Israeli 
front. 



King Hussein 


Have we made a full circle since late 1989, when we had our 
Gist general elections in over two decades? Yes and no. Nothing 
remains the same and definitely the Jordan of 1993 can never be 
compared to the Jordan of the late 1980s. The same applies to the 
whole Middle East and indeed to the rest of the world. 

But some things never change, it seems. It is that unique sense 
of helplessness as one succumbs to the unexpected pressures of 
external forces. 

Those who believe that postponing the elections is a mistake 
say the decision may not serve national unity or further the cause 
of Jordanian democracy and national participation in decision' 
making. Those who support it, disagree and say that by avoiding 
election fever one is also making sure that the peace issue does 
not become a subject of political haggling and superficial patriotic 
posturing on the part of eager and over-enthusiastic candidates. 
Thus, national unity will be served and in that case it supersedes 
the holding of elections on time. 

In spite of assurances that democracy will survive the difficult 
days that lie ahead, there are those who donbt if the events that 
began with the dissolution of Parliament onwards can be ever 
linked to our democratic experience. Naturally, there are fears and 
apprehensions. 

It all started when the peace process made a left turn whoa it 
should have made a right one. That unexpected act of political 
mutation has played havoc with the Jordanian agenda. It was 
obvious that we were caught unprepared and now the course of 
action we are taking can only be described as impulsive and 
reactive. 

In the end it may prove that the postponement decision would 
have been a good thing after alL The challenges that lie ahead can 
affect the existence and stability of Jordan and therefore require 
strong leadership and sober thinkings But politics has a strange 
way of breeding and interbreeding. Since nothing remains the 
same, we should be thinking about how things will look like next 
year, not today or tomorrow when new political and economic 
factors appear on our national scene. 

President Arafat and the PCC 

■ As Jordanians were frying to salvage their own elections, the 
PLO was working quietly to prepare for its own next year in the 
Occupied Territories. The latest is that President Arafat is think¬ 
ing of increasing the number of the Palestine Central Council 
(FCCJ from 92 to 170 by adding about 70 representatives from 
the West Bank and Gaza. The PCC will meet in Tunis soon to rat¬ 
ify the PLO-Israeli accord on limited self-rule. The Palestinian 
leader is putting his own plans to prepare for the political battle 
that will ensue in-the Occupied Territories next year whep tf]£ u 
-council elections are held. There are a number of factors'that Mr 
ArafaLwilUakeintaconsideratkjn. He must push Israel into loos¬ 
ening its grip on the daily lives of Palestinians under occupation 
soon so that Palestinians can begin to taste the fruit of the agree¬ 
ment. Israel will probably help him in that regard in order to 
weaken Hamas' position in Gaza. Mr Arafat will have to think of 
the fate of about one million Palestinian refugees now living in 
Jordan and who, under the accord will be given the choice to 
return. Until now it does not appear if Mr Arafat will work to 
have those people returned before or after the elections. It all 
depends on how strong is their support for the accord. 

Aid for the Occupied Territories 

M The donors conference for the recon¬ 
struction of the Occupied Territories will 
be held tomorrow. This will probably be 
the most important event since the signing 
of the PLO-Israel accord on 13 September 
considering that the Palestinian entity that 
everyone is talking about cannot survive 
without international aid and assistance. 

Last week the Palestinians attended the 
World Bank meetings and according to 
one Palestinian economist the financial 
giant has approved an immediate soft loan 
of $50 million and has raised the ceiling Shohat 
of annual financial assistance and loans to 
the Palestinians from $350 million to $550 million over a ten- 
year period. The United Stales has already committed itself to 
about $250 million (over a two-year period) and the rest should 
be covered by Europe, Japan and the rich Arab states. The funny 
thing about this aid business is lhai Israel, in the words of its Fi¬ 
nance Minister Avraham Shohat, is afraid that US aid to the Pal¬ 
estinians would come at its expense. "It is inconceivable that our 
aid should be cut to transfer money to the Palestinians.'' 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson left for Washington on Tuesday. He will convey a message to US President Bill Clinton 
from His Majesty King Hussein regarding the current peace negotiations. Prince Hassan trill also deliver Jordan’s speech to the 


from _ _ 

UN General Assembly meetings in New York. 


Paul Jabber: 


Peace and potential 
development in the area 



Editor's Note: Dr Paul Jabber Is 
an American of Lebanese ori¬ 
gin. He is the CEO of Globicom, 
a firm specializing In joint ven¬ 
ture capital which is a form of 
financ e investment capital. Dr 
Jabber operates in New York 
and is involved in Middle East¬ 
ern projects. On his recent visit 
to Jordan, he delivered a paper 
on exports and investments to 
the Conference on Jordan's Eco¬ 
nomic Perspectives. Dr Jabber 
talked to The Star's Business 
editor Bilal HyavL Excerpts 
follow. 

Wbat economic gains may 
come from peace? 

In the more immediate future, 
the lifting of security restrictions 
and the normalization of ties with 
Israel will provide a substantial 
opportunity for the Jordanian 
economy. It will open up the 
Occupied Territories allowing 
imports from Jordan such as agri- 
culturaj, 
uand Qthc. 

"between the onset of peace, 
surge of market liberalization 
worldwide and technologically 
driven information explosion 
which is leading 10 an increased 
interest by private capital in the 
industrial world and investing in 
emerging markets. Hopefully, the 
Middle East would attract a good 
amount of this capital into the pri¬ 
vate sector when peace and stabil¬ 
ity become evident. 

As an investor yourself, .when 
is the right time for private 
investors to start considering 
investing in the newly formed 
Palestinian entity? 

Certainly,. there are prerequi¬ 
sites and elements investors look 
for. Among them are the ability to 
predict bow the political environ¬ 
ment is going to be Kke: The exis¬ 
tence of dear rules and regulations 
that yield an environment that is 
understood and stable. Investors 
need to bave sufficient safeguards 
to operate. In the case of the West 
Bank and.Gaza investors need to 
bave the absorptive capacity for 
whatever it is that you warn to 
produce and you need to have the 
infrastructure that enables you to 
produce whatever it is you are 
investing in—those are the ele¬ 
ments that would take some time 



Dr Paul Jabber 


Generally speaking, it 
is going to be very diffi¬ 
cult to insulate the econ¬ 
omy of the territories 
from either Israel or Jor¬ 
dan. There is going to be 
a significant degree of 
interpenetration and 
interaction between the 
economies. On the other 
hand, I tend to believe, 
contrary to the expecta¬ 
tions ■ of some people 
here in Jordan, there is 
going to be more interac¬ 
tion between the Pales¬ 
tinian entity and Jordani¬ 
ans than most people 
expect. And possibly, at 
a certain point, even 
more than between the 
Palestinian entity and 
IsraeL But again, a blan¬ 
ket statement like this is 
too general—you have to 
look at specific sectors. 
Will there still be tens of 


end immediately and it may even 
remain as a permanent feature of 
the economic landscape. The num¬ 
bers of Palestinians working in 
Israel will change eventually but to 
what extent—I think no one 
knows, it is loo early to judge how 
things will change. 

People are worried about how 
economic changes would affect 
Jordan. What do you think? 

if there is going to be a substan¬ 
tial influx of liquidity into the- 
economy you'd expect the infla¬ 
tion rate to rise to some extent — 
that is a normal economic reac¬ 
tion. But it is too early to tell what 
the circumstances and the pace of 
economic activity is going to be 
and what currency would be used 
—one of the main issues that is 
being debated now—it is too early 
to judge how changes would affect 
the economy. 



levelop but there are some cer- thousands of Palestmiawrwtfdng^ Jhere mates of Pales- 

invesjmenjs tfptjCp) be *dogc *n Israeli‘the immerfete-ftrture- BniaiwrfalliMn the diaspora? 
pfU_Fpr instance .there.are—yes—there are some 40,000 work-— - -To my knowledge, there isn't 


already interest in frying to estab¬ 
lish -financial institutions which 
are a very important component 
if you are planning to establish a 
highteeb plant—well there are 
things that need to be in place and 
that will take a while to material¬ 
ize. So it depends on the type of 
investment and on the sector in 
question. But clearly, the immedi¬ 
ate next stage is based on recon¬ 
struction and development efforts 
by international financial institu¬ 
tions like the World Bank and 
nongovernmental aid Private 
investments will come second It 
will require quite a bit more 
groundwork in terms of the politi¬ 
cal negotiations and settlements. 
At this point of time it is very dif¬ 
ficult to teU what the securitv situ¬ 
ation is going to be like. The 
arrangements for die movement of 
people, material and money and 
under whose control would it be 
are elements that need to be set¬ 
tled—I think it is premature 10 
expect a major flow of major pri¬ 
vate investments before such mat¬ 
ters are settled 

Palestinians is the West Bank 
are dependent on the Israeli 
economy. What changes may 
come in this respect? 


ers in Israel and who go on daily 
basis there. This will not stop or 


yet But Tm sure that the amount 
is not small. ■ 
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POB925 028 Amman -Jordan 


A specialized exhibition organizer backed-up with ten years experience and more than 60 
exhibitions in Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Lebanon, the Emirate 


Step by step to an elusive peace 



1982 developments 


Arabs reject Reagan proposal to 
make territories part of Jordan 
confederation 

> At Fez, Arab League agrees to 
recognise Israel if Palestinian 
state created, Israel rejects plan 



Ronald Reagan 




§1 

• At Algiers PLO Part ament 
renounces terrorism, offers 
do facto recognition of Israel in 
return lor Palestinian state to 
Territories, Israel rejects 


•Arabs resist UN plan for two 
states in Palestine 

• Israel created by force 1948, 
Arab-Israeli wars 1956,1967, 


•Israel withdraws from Sinai, 

settlements dismantled 

•Egypt restores relations 

•Palestinians to get autonomy in 

^ _ [i territories in 5-year transition. 

Uanflcjuun Benin . _ 


Yasser Arafat 


Autonomy agreement 1993 


After Gulf War, US brokers 
Arab-lsraefi peace conference In 
Madrid 

Norway organises secret talks 
between Israel and PLO 
Mutual recognition of Israel 
and PLO 

Rabin and Arafat shake hands on 
White House lawns - Sept 13 



Yitzhak Rabin 
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also the organizer of Jordan International Fairs .... 
Is pleased to announce 1994 fairs: 


bates and Eastern Europe 


JOCON IV 

4th Jordan inti Construction Show 
Aprfl21/2S 1994 Amman 
Construction supplies. Materials 
And Machinery 


PETRA U 

2nd Jordan Xntl Trade Fair 
Get 17/22 1994 Amman 
General Products and Consumer 
Goods 


AUTO UI 

3rd Jor dan Infl Automotive Show 
No?-17/22 1994 Amman 
Automobiles* Parts and Accessories 


Business Chronicle 


. Edited by Bilal Hijjawi 

Jordan's new 
economic 
perspectives 

■ "What we're trying to do 
here, is to start a discussion 
between the different sectors 
in Jordan at grass-root level." 
commented Mr Riyad A1 
Kbouii, director of Middle 

East Business Associates and editorial consultant to the Economic 
Perspectives (EP) newsletter, on a two-day economic conference or¬ 
ganized this week by EP. 

Sponsored by Aramcx, Union Bank for Savings and investment. 
ABC Bank/Jordan and the Sukhtian Group, the conference, held un¬ 
der the broad title of Jordan’s New Economic Perspective, covered a 
wide range of economic issues through speeches delivered by five 
speakers from Jordan, the United States and Britain. The economy 
of Jordan and its future under peace led the discussions, held at Phil¬ 
adelphia hotel. 

Dr Jamal Sal ah. Central Bonk of Jordan's director of research and 
studies dept., delivered a paper on the general state of the Jordanian 
economy and the possible changes thaTmay happen under peace. He 
rejected the prevailing conviction that the Jordanian dinar could see 
negative impacts and did not accept the anticipated effect that infla¬ 
tion could shoot up to new record highs. Inflation is always a possi¬ 
bility. be predicted, but it won't pose's problem if Jordan's monetary 
policy remains as balanced as it is at the moment. 

Dr Paul Jabber's paper dealt with how Jordanian exporters can 
play a larger role in the economy and how national strategy should 
be aimed at enhancing Jordan's position as a recipient of foreign in¬ 
vestments especially from American mutual funds. He anticipated 
that peace will release the region from the burden of excessive mili¬ 
tary expenditure and permit the reallocation of resources for use in 
the civil, industrial and service sectors. 

Professor Chris Higson of the London Business School delivered 
a paper on tax policies in developing newly industrialized countries 
He emphasized the case that devising a successful tax policy is an 
enormous task and a difficult challenge. He explained that a tax sys¬ 
tem should have the classic virtues of simplicity and equity , and 
which assists rather than distorts economic exchange in the market 
place. He advocated the use of VAT as a most efficient tax system 
that is proven to work in Europe. 

Mr Sameer Maqdah of the Jordan Clothing Co. (CJC). delivered 
his assessment on industry and exports. "Jordanian industrialists ap¬ 
proach to exports ranges between those who use it as means of dis¬ 
posing their unsold stocks and thus will wait the export opportunity 
provided through a government protocol. Other companies would 
draft an export strategy as an integral part of the firm's growth ambi¬ 
tions and thus try to create their own opportunity at exports. " said 
Mr Maqdah. Noteworthy is GJC's speedy and successful shift from 
the traditional markets of the Gulf states to those of Europe. The 
company today can boast about the fact that Germany and the US 
are their prime export markets when in 1991 they only shipped a 
trifle of their production to these markets. 

Mr Khalid Bushnaq, General Manager of Energy Management 
Services company (EMS) spoke about environment and economy. 
He emphasized that Jordan will not see much prosperity and devel¬ 
opment unless the issue of efficient energy utilization is addressed 
seriously. The company has a unique business approach whereby the 
customer pays EMS a percentage from the savings realized in his 
energy bill which EMS has helped him realize in the first place. 

Dr Curtis Rhodes Jr„ General Director of the Near East. Founda- 
-tKKUspoke about nourgovemmeni organizations and their role in the 
-Vemamtes-of-a developing economy. He spoke about NEFs experi¬ 
ence nrJoidan, especially in developing credit funds for villagers. 

The conference was undoubtedly a success story and according to 
Mr Khouri other conferences will follow in 1994. ■ 
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Our Say.... 


Courage and brinkmanship 

THE DECISION this week to hold the general elections on time in November is not 
only a victory for democracy, but a triumph for political pragmatism by the political 
establishment in this country. This is so because the proponents of postponing the 
elections made a good case too. 

The great symbolic significance behind this week’s decision lies in the fact that the 
Jordanian leadership has successfully proven that Jordan's political machinery is in¬ 
dependent of regional forces. Now is the time to prove the validity of this fundamen¬ 
tal thesis. 

There is no doubt that the decision was taken after lengthy debates within the Gov¬ 
ernment and that His Majesty the King gave his blessing after weighing all options. 
But there wilt be challenges ahead and political risks will have to be taken. 

King Hussein himself presented a number of good reasons earlier in favor of post¬ 
poning the elections. Among these is the issue of peace, which will continue to occu¬ 
py center stage for the months and years to come. 

The King did not want the elections to turn into a referendum on peace with Israel. 
Peace must not be allowed to turn into an emotional subject of electioneering. There 
is too much at stake and what would be needed today is courage and b rinkmanship 
rather than political posturing. 

As to the issue of about one million Palestine refugees living in Jordan as Jordani¬ 
ans, it is our belief that holding the elections on time would circumvent all attempts 
to divide the country and resurrect the nasty spell of regionalism. National unity won 
die day. Besides, it would take years for the issue of refugees to be resolved among 
the PLO, Israel and Jordan. Until then, Jordanians are united and equal, regardless of 
their origin. 

Now that the Palestinians have regained their national representation, under the 
PLO. before the whole world, it becomes important to stress on the uniqueness of the 
Jordanian character. Jordan will now chart a policy that is distinctly Jordanian. We 
will soon witness the rejuvenation of our national and foreign policies depicting our 
priorities and our needs. 

Holding the elections in spite of the recent developments, will enhance that Jorda¬ 
nian character. It is up to the political parties and independent candidates to raise the 
level of national awareness and to promote national unity and responsibility in order 
to help all Jordanians face to the challenges that lie ahead. 

We have to prepare our own agenda for the post-negotiations era. There are tre¬ 
mendous changes that will take place both regionally and locally. The real task of na¬ 
tion building and development is just beginning. 

That's why the next Parliament will have the tough job of deciding where the best 
interest of Jordanians lies, not only in the short run, but for the future as well. We 
hope it will be an assets 
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Palestinian policemen being trained in Amman . The first 20 uniformed Palestinian 
authority to police Gaza and Jericho. Wearing the Palestine Liberation Army insignia 
on their coal-black uniforms they are currently undergoing training at Jordan's Royal 
Police College high in the hills above Amman. These policemen , some of whom are 
residents in Jordan , are now completing three months in their college classrooms, 
studying courtroom law and the principles of forensic science before leaving for 
Jericho. The Palestinian police will live in barracks in the initial stages of their 
deployment* hoping to bring their families to join them after a few months. They had\ 
they said, received no orders so far about the degree of cooperation with the Israeli 
authorities , or instructions about how to deal with opponents. 
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The Arabs and the global 

challenges 


By Mahmoud El Sherif 

THE ARAB world shares with the 
developing countries, many of 
their problems and challenges. 
Some of these problems express 
themselves more violently in the 
Arab world, Qian elsewhere. The 
challenge to the authority of the 
stale in some Arab countries, by 
extremist elements, is a case in 
potQL 

Many of die problems are inter¬ 
related, and some like over¬ 
population, have given birth to, 
and or aggravated "subsidiary'' 
ones. Over-population in some 
Arab countries, has created or 
reinforced the problems of unem¬ 
ployment. poverty* pollution, bud¬ 
get deficits, shortage of water, 
migration of people from rural to 
urban centres, depletion of natural 
resources and the degradation of 
the quality of life for millions of 
people. 

The major problems include: 

First, the anxiety over security 
leading to regional arms-race and 
to heavy spending on the purchase 
of weapons and military equip¬ 
ment needed for defence. The 
arms race may subside as a result 
of the conclusion of peace treaties 
between the Arabs and Israel But 
it will continue in the Gulf region. 

Second, the political and social 
instability bom out of the absence 
or lack of democratic role which 
denies people their right to partici¬ 
pate in the derision-making pro¬ 
cess and to determine the affairs 
of their countries. Also, die 
absence of social justice, which 
widens the gap between the rich 
and the poor, and provides the 
appropriate breeding ground for 
the emergence of discontent and 
tension in its many violent forms. 

Third, the steady increase of 
population, the heavy burdens of 
external debts, and the lack of 
funds needed for development 
assistance from rich Arab coun¬ 
tries to poor ones is modest. And 
investment from those countries in 
the whole of the Arab world does 
not exceed 1 percent of their total 
investments world-wide); all these 
factors frustrate Arab govern¬ 
ments' projects for economic and 
social development. 

Fourth, the increasing dangers 
of the shortage of fresh water, 
may threaten regional stability and 
lead to war in the future. 

These problems, common to 
most Arab countries, affect them 
in different degrees. 

In the Gulf region, for instance, 
the first priority is given to secur¬ 
ity and defence, then water, then 
to some sort of participatory sys¬ 
tem of government. In Egypt, the 
first priority now is to engender 
internal stability by neutralizing 
Islamic fundamentalist move¬ 
ments; then to the population 
explosion, externa] debt and 
pollution. 

In the Fertile Crescent countries 
the first priority, until recently, 
was defence and regional security 
followed by the serious problems 
of water, external debt and popula¬ 
tion growth. The situation has dra¬ 
matically changed with the con¬ 
clusion of a peace accord between 
Israel and the Palestinians. Now, 
defence and external security will 
likely take a secondary position in 
favour of water problems, popula¬ 
tion increase and the financing of 
development. 

To illustrate the gravity of these 
problems and their impact on the 
economies, and development pro¬ 
grams of the Arab countries, I 
have chosen three examples to dis¬ 
cuss in some detail: Egypt and the 


problem of population explosion; 
Jordan and the problem of short¬ 
age of water, and the Gulf Arab 
countries and the chronic problem 
of defence. 

Egyptians today number 59 mil¬ 
lion. They were 40 million in 1980 
and 22 million in 1952 when 
Abdel Nasser came to power—the 
population almost tripling in less 
than 40 yean. Every 9 months, 
this relatively poor country has to 
feed, clothe, secure schools and 
hospitals, provide bousing and 
livelihood for one ran lion extra 
mouths. 

When Egypt 
inaugurated the 
Aswan Dam in 
1971, it was hop¬ 
ing to increase the 
agricultural area 
by 33 percent and 
generate enough 
electricity to meet 
the country's needs 
for many decades. 

Ten yearn after the 
completion of the 
dam, the popula¬ 
tion has increased 
by 25 percent, thus 
dashing die hopes 
that were set on 
this great project 

Egypt is also Fueling the 
burdened with 28 
billion dollars in external debt, the 
servicing of which equals die 
value of 35 percent of Egypt's 
exports. (Morocco’s external debt 
is $24 billion, Algeria $27 billion 
and Jordan's is $6 billion). 

As a result, the Egyptian author¬ 
ities find themselves unable to 
cope with the mushrooming prob¬ 
lems emanating from such devel¬ 
opments such as poverty, unem¬ 
ployment, shortage of food, 
housing and water, and the near 
break-down of transport and tele¬ 
communications services, tire 
deterioration of school and hospi¬ 
tal conditions in addition to the 
pollution of foe environment 

The government's inability to 
solve these problems over foe 
years has gradually eroded its 
prestige in foe eyes of foe citizens. 
The widening social gaps among 
various Egyptians have created a 
suitable climate for extremist ele¬ 
ments, who want to topple foe 
regime by violent means. 

In turn, the government strug¬ 
gling for its survival, has cracked 
down on militant groups, impos¬ 


does not exist m Jordan. This is ■ 
probably doe to the different polit¬ 
ical climates in the two countries. 

The population of Jordan today 
is 4.15 mtition. It. was 2.4 million 
in 1980. The rate of population 
growth is 2J5 percent, winch is 
considered very high by Third 
World standards.' ■ ■ 

By the year2023, foe population 
of Jordan will increase to 11 mil¬ 
lion according to UN statistics. 
The nightmari sh question for Jor¬ 
danian planners^ bow will; future 
Jordanians find enough water to 
drink, let alone produce vegetables 



arms race during the Gulf War 

and fonts, when there is already a 
water shortage. 

Today, about 18 percent of our 
population are unemployed. The 
figure has increased by the sudden 
return of 300,000 Jordanians arid 
Palestinians from Kuwait, who 
were expelled because of Jordan's 
■ stand in the last Gulf war. 

The population increase has had 
a restricting effect on foe govern¬ 
ment's ability to tackle the prob¬ 
lems of poverty, unemployment, 
bousing, shortage of water, and 
the insufficiency of schools, hospi- ' 
tals and other social services. 

These challenges added to the 
water shortage. But Jordan is not 
unique in foal regard. The water 
crisis has reached such critical lev¬ 
els in all the countries of die Fer¬ 
tile Crescent exacerbated by geo¬ 
graphical and political factors. 

Jordan's daily requirement of 
fresh water for agriculture and 
other domestic purposes amounts 
to 2 million cubic metres, which 
translates to 794 million cubic 
meters per annum. Of course, it is 
not getting that quantity. The 


the agenda' of Ite muldtteral talks, 
running parallel to _tbe bilateral 
peace talks in Washington, among 
foe Jordanians,. Palestinians and 
Israelis. But reaching an accord 
requires regional, co-opern&on 
among tire various parties, because 
no one country in the region can 
claim to solve its water problem 
unilaterally. And what is required 
is initi atives and financial support. 
Ideas : b e in g circulated presently 
include supplying Israel, Jortk^. 
Palestine and the Arabian Gulf 
countries with fresh water from 
Ttakey's southern rivers through a 
canal which will 
pass through 
Syria, then flow 
eastward to 
- Arabia 
and. the Gulf. 
This : requires 
peace, stability 
and a $20 billion 
project to be 
provided by rich 
Arab countries, 
the West and 
Japan. 

Other possible 
solutions is the 
construction of a 
number of desal¬ 
ination plants on 
both the Medi¬ 
terranean and 
foe Red seas to supplement foe 
present supply of water. 

. These innovative solutions are a 
must if the. possibility of war is to 
be avoided in the fir tore. 

As far as the Gulf Cooperation 
CouncilfGCC) « concerned, the 
most ^Minting problem is that of 
security. Living in the shadow of 
two populous and rich neighbors 
(Iraq and Iran) these very rich and 
thinly-populated - countries feel 
threatened and vulnerable. Two 
regional wars in a decade have 
confirmed their long-standing fear 
that oil, the source of their pros¬ 
perity, can easily become the 
cause of their demise. ' ■ : " 

These rich GCC states because 
of their population-poor status feel 
they can Tray’ their secutify~by 
amassing more and more arms, 
and by concluding treaties with 
their Western mentors, who are 
only too eagdr to provide. 

The victory of foe United States 
and its allies over Iraq, in the last 
Gulf war. has succeeded in weak¬ 
ening Iraq militarily' but has 
increased foe power and wetted.. 


Many of the mishaps, the miseries, the humiliating defeats, 
which have befallen the Arab Nation during the last four , decz : 
ades were—to a great extent—the result of adventurous politi¬ 
cal gambles, amateurish economic policies, and gross miscal¬ 
culations on the part of certain authoritarian rulers v* - 


ing martial law. forming military 
tribunals, and carrying out death 
sentences against alleged 
offenders. 

Such actions has caused enor¬ 
mous pressure on the country’s 
social and economic structure and 
cost the country billions of dollars 
in lost revenues from tourism. 

The picture is differem in Jor¬ 
dan, a small country on the edge 
of Egypt's eastern borders. 
Although Jordan shares with 
Egypt some of its problems such 
as overpopulation, unemployment, 
poverty, shortage of funds for eco¬ 
nomic and social development, its 
priorities are different Also, the 
Kingdom is better run; public ser¬ 
vices function efficiently and the 
tense and violent confrontational 
mood, now prevalent in Egypt, 


annual deficit now is about 75 mil¬ 
lion cubic metres. Taking the natu¬ 
ral increase in population into con¬ 
sideration. Jordan's needs for 
water by the year 2005 will rise to 
1120 million cubic metres per 
annum, and therefore, the deficit 
figure will soar to between 200 to 
250 million cubic meters per 

annum . ‘ 

Israel takes water from the Yar- 
mouk and Jordan rivers, which 
flow from the Syrian heights and 
constitute foe main source of fresh 
water for Jordan. Also Israel. 
pumps underground water of the 
West Bank to irrigate the Negev 
and meet the growing needs ofits- 
settiements m the Occupied 
Territories. ’ 

The dispute over water-sharing 
is one of Che important topics on 


the appetite of nmghboring Tran, 
which shortly after tfeeod bf foe 
war, hastened to reinforce "its hege¬ 
mony over three. Arab' inlands 
belonging totbeymtedArab 
Emirates. ; - •; ‘l- ./ 

The staggering-costs ofritie lari 
Gulf war and the costsofbuymg 
mope military , hardware,} (13 bil¬ 
lion dollars uiitil foe ebd’of 1991) 
las wrecked ; foeecon omies jof. 
these countries. Saadi Arabia .is 
now facing serious financial 
difficulties. 

Yet, "absolute" security for 
these countries in the frame can¬ 
not be guaranteed, except probably 
by foe establishment of a security 
regime, of wind) all the countries 
of the region wbiddbe members, 
and which would, sanctify the 
integrity of foe present borders 


and defend the region' 
sible aggression.. A - number of 
steps wxKdhave to betoken to 
averse this problems and fofcah 
£?!L AflS u-orid find fern. 

selves in. ..... 

Arab governments must move 
away from all forms o f autoc riatc 
rule to democratic and representor 
»jve governments. ’ 

Many of the mishaps, foe Watt¬ 
ies the humiliating defeats, which 
have befallen foe Arab Nation dur¬ 
ing foe last four decades wtre^rto 
a great extern—the result of 
adventurous political .gambles, 
aroateurish economic ppbctes.arui 
cross miscalculations oo.foe pari 
of cert ain authoriforian rukas... 

The emergence of truly, fomw- 
erotic governments in. the Arab 
world—democratic institutions, 
the respect for human rigfUVjus-" 
rice, rule of tow. press freedom— 
would resolve foe problems of the 
Middle East and much of foe yj> 
lence and terror which dominate 
some Arab countries . would 
disappear. 

Arab governments should check 
population growth so fori they 
could cope better with problems of 
poverty, unemployment, bousing, 
pollution, so they can fulfil social 
and economic projects more 
successfully. 

Arab governments- must move 
towards peace among themselves. 
For more than four decades, our. 
region has tasted foe bitter harvest 
of wars, and now it is time to rel¬ 
ish the fruits of peace. But peace 
can not be based on foe balance of 
power, nor can it survive for long 
the effects of the enormous imbal¬ 
ance between the rich and foe poor 
countries of foe region. Real peace 
must be based on justice, bridging 
the gaps between the haves and 
the have-nots and of cooperation 
and casting aside the legacies of 
hatred and prejudice. - - 

As part of this cooperation Arab 
countries must develop new 
sources of fresh water, combat 
pollution at sea. in rivers and iii 
foe air. and stop the reckless 
assault on the regional ecosystem. 

Such must be taken with the 
help of the rich industrial 
countries. 

As a first step they can ease the 
burden of external debts or abolish 
them altogether They can prompt 
the Arab governments to move 
toward peace, reduce their armed 
forces, and destroy stockpiles of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

. The West are also expected to 
- provide the poorer countries with 
.generous financial assistance (in 
•■’foe form of grants or soft loans), 

1 technical. expertise and technol- 
. ogy, to help them in their social 
and economic development pro- 
. grams', such as in solving the pwto- 
fems of water shortage, pollution, 
communications and foe like. 

--if ..this scenario I have envi¬ 
sioned takes-place, we will be wit- 

• nessing the birth of a new and 
prosperous Arab world. Arab 

' countries will be able, not only to , 
face op and conquer foe challenges 
affecting foeir region, but they will 

• also be ready and able, to join in 
foe international effort to combat 

• global challenges world- wide. ■ 

This b an abridged version of a 
paper given by the author, a for¬ 
mer Information minis ter on Ar¬ 
abs, Islam and the global chal¬ 
lenges to the Conference on 
Environment and Development 
from a Humanistic Perspective 
held in Paris between 26-30 Sep¬ 
tember, 


The new era and our 


By Khairi Janbek 

INEVITABLY, THE changes in 
foe regional and international bal¬ 
ance of power, requires a small but 
strategically important country like 
Jordan, to assess the form of gov¬ 
ernment. democratic or otherwise 
it wishes to live under. 

Although one does need to be 
careful when using a term like 
democracy, we all use it and abuse 
it like a mistress of convenience, 
in order to justify our excesses at 
times and our impotence at others. 

But bow are we to define our 

democracy under the new circum¬ 
stances of peace? Is it simply in 
terms of de Toquevtile, as being 
synanumous with equality, of 
Spencerian Darwinism, of a 
highly mobile society with a 
highly differentiated social struc¬ 
tures, of Marxian proletarian 
democracy, or just generally, to 

mean constitutional restraints over 
an elected government with major¬ 
ity consent? 

Our unde rstanding to this date 
have been limited to foe electoral 
process and foe question of rate 
man one vote as if foe whole 
notion of political democracy is 
dependent for a ballot box in winch 
foe electorate cast their votes and 
leave to foeir abodes in a self- 
congratulatory manner having 
done foeir national duty. And 
worse Still, the epitome of foe 
democratic debate have concen¬ 
trated on foe issues of one man 


one vote and of the block votes 
without seeing the need for what 
is commonly known as the spiri¬ 
tual renewal of democracy and 
democratic practice. But among 
foe many things foar need renewal 
and renovation in our country in 
the era of peace, none are more 
important than foe issue of 
democracy. It is imperative to 
concentrate on the philosophical 
basis of foe democracy our coun¬ 
try wishes to follow. We have, 
however dispensed with democ¬ 
racy as a theoretical concept only 
to rush into the practice of what 
we understand as ihe rule of Par¬ 
liament This, we have managed 
to do with great difficulties. 

Now, we have moved on from 
the situation of war, into an era of 
peace, with all challenges that 
accompany the new circum¬ 
stances. The same individuals . 
who continued to revile our previ¬ 
ous Parliament as an inefficient 
body of self-seeking politicians 
and ideologues, are blowing their 
trumpets again; this time in the 
name of presenting democracy as 
if foe whole democratic process is 
limited to a few individuals sitting 
in the chamber of deputies. 

Whether the elections are 
delayed, or do in effect take place 
at foe designated date, is totally' 
irrelevant So long as foe demo¬ 
cratic practice continues in our 
country without any theory, foe 
sprit of democracy will remain 
endangered. It should not be the 



Waiting for the elections! 

security considerations that may 
delay our elections,- neither the 
potential changes in foe demon 
graphic factors that may occur as 
a result of the possible rearm of 
the Palestinian refugees, .nor the 
fear of opposition to the peace: 
process. But it should be foe lack 
of foe’ core and essence of a truly 
internationalist outlook by tiie. 
potential representatives of foe 1 
future Parliament, who ought to 
be compatible with the today’s 
new international culture. Ir is - 


time to be elevated above 
foe calls of cultural insu¬ 
lation’ and pecuharism 
and join the modem age. 

The ; dangers for 
democracy should, not be - 
measured in terms of the 
changes in the electoral 
law and _ the possible; 
delay.. of .'elections. But' ; 
rathtt~ itt terms . of foe- v 
in s t i t utions that are., 
present and operating 
under foe democratic 1 
cloak in order to .stab V 
with foeir daggers. v ‘ 
Take for. example tele^;’ i 
visional art institution. It- : 
produces nothing but prorj 
f?ams that; are dcmncT' 
and useless, mid does hot 

tivexu feel'. fof_ peed tics ': 

compete: wife’ foe intelli¬ 
gence .of: a highly articn- . 
lafe.laation or attempt to • 
r; stretch their imagination. 

*.; - - "fe an age, where foetech- 
.^nqlpgical revelation bas in varied 
every 'bc^sfctold, pur ^ teJevi non 
mstituticra Jrisists-ion- lagging 
'behind -in *a primitive manner,! 
wh phmiTmg ' the. • dict a torship of ~ 
tastes;’ find' -banalities when’ die " 
“nation,is. in a srate of flux and. 

; iSSft an. the talk of human' ■ 
rights iprf foe study, of human 
; rights eyenarfoepaa Arab level, 
we;-W a cofoury^ foe', beacon of l 
democracy, ''experience - daily 
assauteon oar'freedom to express 7 


ourselves-In writing. Asa writer; 
who understands the -issues'.of 
slander and. libel as much -as my, 
more astute colleagues and peers, 
there is no question regarding our 
1 caution and our responsibilities-, 
regarding onr tasks. Yet the pow- 
era t hat continue to insist on. 
creating^-Tncomprehensible laws 
i -and codes_sach as the recent code 
i of honour. ;■ 

Such a option may well have 
been necessary in cases of ill 
; repute and scandalous behavior, 
but to suggest it to responsible 
people who have a mission, is 
, rather, drastic in its inuandos,-Hnd . 

-obsolete to its vagueoess.*' .- 

More importantly, many of our 
gifted wqtoaand thinkers do hap¬ 
pen to hbld: official jobs, for foe 
■ amp le reasetn that foeir ca peh ili-. 
ties may-b^ utilized to improve 
re atltts in the various proj ects 
undtttaken by foe various bureau- 
craeies. Ctipsequeofly, to deprive 
foem from, writing and illumtoai- 
mg the putiftc is a rather serious 
matter which enhances foe mon-. 
opoly _qf tofccmation and exceL- 

1°" c ® r *®“ n a 8 e ucies detached 
front thegenerai public. 

When will tUs assault end? And 

yibea ^ ’democracy 

erottgft? : ftfflaps, at the point 
Wro^aesfro to be demo¬ 
cratic by follcwtog ^ renovating 
our phitostiptecalworlri 

fc aIt editor 

of Middle East Beat.. ' 
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The Intifada of flags: 

Palestinians celebrate the accord 

By flying the flag on Jerusalem, the Palestinians were reclaiming what was theirs 

in the first place. 


By Michael Jansen 

THE INTIFADA of flags has 
over from the Intifada of stones, 
™ Vcs and gras. Two hours 
before PLO Chairman .Yasser Ara¬ 
fat and Israeli Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin met ax [be White 
House. Palestinians in Jerusalem 

officially raised their black, white, 
green and red flag over New Ori¬ 
ent House, the headquarters of the 
peace talks team. 

By flying the flag from this par¬ 
ticular building in this particular 
city (be Palestinians rec laimed 
their portion of Jerusalem from 
the Israelis who had annexed it 
and proclaimed it an inalienable 
part of their "eternal capital." 

The building itself is important 
because it represents the old Jeru¬ 
salem, Ottoman Jerusalem, wh en 
Palestine was whole and Arab, 
though under Turkish dominati on. 
And by raising the Palestinian flag 
over this city, the Palestinians 
made it clear that there would be 
no settlement unless they could 
share Jerusalem, making Arab 
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side Jewish West Jerusalem. 

Until that moment displaying 
the Palestinian flag in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories was an offence for 
which hundreds of young Palestin¬ 
ians have beat shot since die Inti¬ 
fada at stones erupted in 
December 1987. 

The Orient House occasion 
marked (be be ginning of the end 
of 26 years of Israeli occupation 
of the territories captured in 1967 
and the reassertion of Palestinian 
sovereignty. For the flag was the 
symbol of this sovereignty and 
was raised and flown throughout 
the territories mid m Palestinian 
towns within Israel proper." 

The flag raising was chaotic, 
dramatic and moving for the local 
dignitaries, the bishops and prel¬ 
ates and Muslim clerics, die stu¬ 
dents and shopkeepers and busi¬ 
nessmen, the militant skebab, the 
"lads," who attended. 

It was carried up the curved 
staircase on the front of the white 
stone bouse by the head of the 


Along the road to peace 

scoot movement, a bulky, bearded 
man in uniform. The raising was 
fumbled several times before the 
flag crept up the staff. But as it 
reached the top a Hgbt puff of 
wind lifted and flicked it so it 
became a living dung. 

The shebab broke into the also 
forbidden Palestinian national 
anthem, Biladi (Homeland), the 
marching song of the fighters who 
struggle and died for this day. 

Once the official flag was in 
place, unofficial flags crept out of 
die compound into the streets. 
Large flags and small flags, of 
paper and cotton and silk. Flags 
on staffs and sticks. Flags the size 
of bedsheets carried by six or 
eight youths over their beads. 

Flags were flown from cars and 
lorries, buses and vans, bicycles 
and buildings. They rushed down 


the street named for Salab A1 Din, 
the Arab conqueror who liberated 
Jerusalem from the Christian Cru¬ 
saders in 1187. Flags carried by 
young men on horses, represent¬ 
ing Arab tradition. Flags on the 
march behind a scout pipe and 
drum band, room] die new city 
without the walls of the Old Qty, 
breaching the thick stone walls of 
the Old City where Israeli sol¬ 
diers, politely, firmly turned away 
groups of flag-waving shebeh. But 
they could not prevent infiltrators 
smuggling in and flying the flag 
within the Old City. 

The little West Bank town of 
Jericho, the oldest inhabited settle¬ 
ment, some 12.000 years old, and 
the lowest place on the face of the 
earth— it is 250 metres below sea 
level—celebrated massively but 
with restraint. The people of Jeri¬ 


cho have learnt something about 
the difficulty of ending occupa¬ 
tions in their long history. 

But Gaza went completely mad. 
At the time of the signing cere¬ 
mony some 200,000 people 
am- nderi a rally in the center of 
Gaza town while Khan Younis 
and Rafah staged their own 
demonstrations. 

Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Palestinian citizens of 
Israel flooded into the Gaza Strip, 
so that its population rose from 
800.000 to a million. There the 
flags were spectacular. 

Flags three storeys long hanging 
from tall buildings, flags on earth 
moves and tractors, flags on don¬ 
key carts. Lorry loads of men all 
waving flags and singing- There 
were street parties and flag danc¬ 
ing sessions, vehicle jams of flag- 


wielding Gazans and tittle boys 
doing a brisk business in both 
flags and photos of Arafat. 

The shebab in uniforms and 
black and.wlrite-checked Palestin¬ 
ian headdresses who previously 
threw stones at the army of occu¬ 
pation were helping Israeli troops 
control the flow of traffic. 

But the Intifada of the flags will 
last only as long as there is 
momentum in the process of 
implementing self-rule. The angry 
young men. under-educated and 
jobless, of Gaza will behave only 
as long as they have hoped of a 
better life. 

In addition to self-government 
they have been promised millions, 
even billions, of dollars by the 
international community to 
develop the strip, to make up to 
the Palestinians for 26 years of 
Israeli economic repression and 
neglect. 

During this time Israel used 
taxes collected form Palestinians 
to pay for the occupation rather 
than to build infrastructure in the 
territories. Everything is run 
down, roads and communications, 
hospitals and schools, water is 
scarce and polluted. 

Promises do not always trans¬ 
late into hard cash. The PLO 
development plan, drawn up in the 
last two years by Palestinian econ¬ 
omists working in Tunis, envis¬ 
ages the expenditure over several 
years of over SI 1 billion. 

Discussions are under way at 
the World Bank on a soft loan at 
me percent interest, of S4.3 bil¬ 
lion over the next five years. 
Western countries and Japan have 
pledged about $700 million and 
the PLO is putting pressure on the 
Gulf states to release tax revenues 
collected from Palestinian expatri¬ 
ate workers but frozen in Gulf 
banks since 1990 because the 
PLO refused to back the US-led 
anti-Iraq coalition. 

Arafat says that the Palestinians 
need two kinds of aid, "immedi¬ 
ate, short-term money" to make 
rapid improvements in the infra¬ 
structure through massive public 
works projects which would 


employ Palestinian labour. And 
"major, long-term financial assis¬ 
tance" to build schools and hospi¬ 
tals. roads and popular housing. 
The Palestinian objective is to 
make Gaza and the West Bank the 
"Hong Kong of the Middle EasL” 

The PLO's partners in the peace 
process, the governments of Jor¬ 
dan, Syria and Lebanon, initially 
coo] to the Palestinian-Israeli 
accords because they- were 
reached in secret and without con¬ 
sultation, have accepted the self- 
rule plan because they were given 
no opportunity to reject it. Only 
non-Arab Iran. Libya and Iraq 
have expressed opposition, but 
these countries have been isolated 
and marginalized. 

As Jordan has also now. signed 
an agenda for a settlement with 
Israel, the problem is to secure 
solutions on the Syrian and Leba¬ 
nese fronts in order to achieve a 
"comprehensive peace.” 

The Syrian and Lebanese price 
for such a peace is total Israeli 
withdrawal from their occupied 
territories, but iL is believed that 
Rabin would encounter too much 
opposition at home if he tries to 
satisfy these demands now. 

Once solutions are reached on 
all fronts, Syria. Lebanon and Jor¬ 
dan will also put forward claims 
for economic assistance, in com¬ 
petition with the Palestinians. 
They will not want to recognise a 
prior Palestinian claim on interna¬ 
tional resources. 

But if the Intifada of flags is 
frustrated and Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza do not 
achieve both self-rule and eco¬ 
nomic progress, in despair they 
will once again turn to the Intifada 
of stones, knives and guns. And 
renewal violence could produce a 
bloodbath so the Intifada of the 
flags must be preserved at all 
costs. ■ 

Michael Jensen is a US journal¬ 
ist living in Cyprus and writes 
extensively on the Middle EasL 
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There are 14 miinofi Jewish people in the world. These are the top ten communities 
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By Ahmed Badawi 

HELENA YAKOVITCH is a 33- 
year-okl Muscovite. She is mar¬ 
ried and has a daughter, Anna. 6. 
Helena is a journalist with the 
Literatumaya Gazetra. Albert, her 
i husband, used to work at an army 
plant but was laid off and now 
1 works as a technical 
'-Schoolteacher. 

With a respectable job, a loving 
1 husband, and a beautiful daughter; 
and with a monthly income 
slightly above the average in Rus¬ 
sia, Helena should have been a 
' happy woman but for one flung. 
She is a Jew—and more aware of 
it by the day. 

Says Helena: "When I was my 
daughter's age religious practice 
was forbidden. 1 only felt Russian. 
Now things are different." 

The Jews living in the Com¬ 
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) are going through a rough 
time. Some problems are shared 
with the rest of CIS citizens. They 
are mainly economic. Others are 
particular to the Jews as a minor¬ 
ity group, like the growing feeling 
o of anti-Semitism. 

Jews are better off than the rest 
of their countrymen, though. They 
have a place to go to. Yet not all, 
especially the well-educated, want 
to emigrate. Given die problems 
they are likely to face in Israel, the 
option for many is not attractive. 

Despite the economic reform 
program the economies of the for¬ 
mer Soviet states are in a uksl 
S tatistics put die number of CIS 
citizens living below the poverty 
line at 80 percent. The deteriorat¬ 
ing economic situation affects 
everyone. Anti-Semitism is a 
problem of a completely different 

nature. , . 

The current wave in the CIS has 
1! tvjbtical dimensions. It is not just 
! greeted at the Jews as an ethnic 
minority. It is. rather, the vehicle 
through which certain groups 
express their frustration and apgj 
ax the present situation m the Ub 
republics, particularly Rusaa. 

The nationalists blame the Jews 

for bringing tbe Sovi^Umon mto 

existence. Loyal to the old Rus¬ 
sian empire, the “*55^ 
believe that the Bolshevik Revoto- 
- don of 1917 was an imperially 
Zionist conspiracy k> bnng w 
^ empire to its knee*- ^ 

The Communists blame me 
« Jews for architecturing Ptm- 
troika. Which they say caused foe 
disintegration of the empire and 
» led to Western dommahoo. 

* Michael Chlenov, president of 
the Euro-Asian Jcw j sh ^ gr ^ 
OTti co-Presidenr of Vaad. we 


Confederation of Jewish Organi¬ 
sation and Communities, says all 
minorities, not just the Jews, par¬ 
ticipated in the 1917 revolution. 

Before that, Russia was known 
as the prison of the minorities. 
There was great hope that the new 
regime might give those minori¬ 
ties some freedom. It did so for a 
while bat, especially during and 
after the Statin era, the commu¬ 
nists turned out to be as ruthless as 
the TSars. 

This is why CIS Jews whole 
heartedly back die political 
reforms of Perestroika. Democ¬ 
racy, Chlenov explains, is one of 
the conditions to ensure the survi¬ 
val of any minority. With mount¬ 
ing anti-Semitism, any setback to 
the economic and political reforms 
would mean disaster for the Jews. 

Anti-Semitism is strong in Rus¬ 
sia, but sot so ranch is other CIS 
republics. In the Islamic republics, 
for instance, the prejudice is 
against Russians in general, who 
are regarded as colonialists, 
whether Jews or not. And in the 
Baltic states, which have closer 
ties with the West, anti-Semitism 
is almost non-existent 

Even in Russia the Jews are a 
lot safer than, for example, die 
North Africans in France or die 
T\irks in Germany. Actually, with 
autonomy for Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories, GS Jews 
safer than the Jews living in 
dte West Bank or Gaza. 


Yet, the holocaust still vivid in 
Jewish minds, they are taking the 
threats seriously. This, coupled 
with severe economic problems 
and dreams of a better fife else¬ 
where, is why some GS Jews 
want to emigrate. 

Since die early 1970s, when 
Moscow loosened its emigration 
policy, about 750,000 Jews have 
made it either to the West or to 
Israel—more than half in the last 
two years. 

Alexandra- Libia, an Israeli 
Embassy official in Moscow, said: 
“There is an upsurge. We help m 
every possible way and so far we 
have lad no problems. Should any 
arise, we will solve ft." 

Hundreds of Jews apply to emi¬ 
grate every day, not just to Israel 
but to countries such as United 
States and Germany. Most end op 
in Israel, simply because it is the 
country that accepts them most 
readily. According to the Israel 
Law of Return, any person who 
can prove that he/she is a Jew, a 
descendant from a Jewish family, 
or married to a Jew, has the right 
to move to Israel and automati¬ 
cally become an Israeli citizen. 

There are still those like Helena 
Yakovitcb who are not sure 
whether they- warn to leave. Tm 
deeply rooted in Russia. I belong 
here and I have a respectable posi¬ 
tion in society." 

Many GS Jews, especially 
those in metropolitan cities tike 
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Moscow or Kiev, consider them¬ 
selves a part of the intelligentsia; 
journalists, university professors, 
high government officials, artists. 
They are attached culturally and 
emotionally to their country. 

Lack of any religious education 
or ethnic expression for more than 
70 years of communist rule has 
helped to reinforce this. Going to 
Israel for them is an adventure 
they are reluctant to undertake. 

That does not mean Israel is 
unimportant for them, but, as 
Roman Spktor. bead of the Jewish 
Cultural Centre in Moscow, pots 
it "CIS Jews can contribute more 
to Israel from here as part of the 
intelligentsia, as respectable citi¬ 
zens, rather than foam there as 
poor refugees." 

The economic situation is a 
major problem facing immigrants 
in Israel: soaring inflation, high 
unemployment, and lack of funds 


The world of Peter Rabbit 


Continued from last page 

HiD Top was but the first of the 
15 farms Beatrix Potter bought, 
making her into an important local 
landowner. She devoted herself to 
die preservation of the Lakes' nat¬ 
ural splendour. 

She died in 1943. Altogether 
she wrote and illustrated 23 books, 
she insisted that they should be 
sold at a price that "little rabbits” 
could afford. 

The books may be small enough 
to fit into a child's hands but the 
stories nevertheless encompass a 
moral universe. Most of the sto¬ 
ries are about children exploring 
the boundaries of the adult world, 
discovering the consequences of 
defying adults 1 warnings. 

Peter venmres into forbidden 
territory. Mr MacGregor's kitchen 
garden, where his father had 
already "met with an accident" (he 
was put in a pie by Mrs MacGre¬ 
gor). He narrowly escapes this 


fate bur loses his new blue jacket 
and shoes. His reproving mother 
puts him to bed with camomile 
tea. He nevertheless repeats the 
misdemeanor, with his cousin, 
Benjamin Bunny, in the sequel of 
that name. 

In The Tale of Samuel Whiskers 
or The Roly Pol y Pudding. Tom 
Kitten nearly gets made into a roly 
poly pudding by the rats, after 
c limbing up to play in the 
chimney. 

In an appreciative if gently satir¬ 
ical piece the writer Graham 
Greene considered this stray to be 
Beatrix Potter’s masterpiece while 
American author Thornton Wilder 
once told his Harvard literature 
class that Pieter Rabbit was the 
definitive English novel. 

Strictly unsentimental, the sto¬ 
ries often show nature in the raw. 
as when the bounds who rescue 
Jemima Puddleduck from the fox 


needed to absorb them. Perhaps 
the most serious problem GS 
Jews face in Israel is that of 
adaptation. 

Those Jews know little about 
their religion and its practices and 
traditions. The life of an ex-Soviet 
Jew was centered around secular 
institutions within the framework 
of the Soviet system. In Israel 
religious institutions play an 
important role in social life. 

After the collapse of commu¬ 
nism, more than 350 Jewish 
organisations were founded all 
over the GS. Synagogues were 
reopened in all major cities. 
Gasses in Hebrew and studies in 
Jewish life and history have been 
started. The whole community 
seems to be heading towards a 
renaissance of its values and 
identity. 

The aim, according to Chlenov. 
"is to ensure the survival of ex- 


lishers have authorized what will 
surely become the definitive ani¬ 
mation of the stories. Reportedly 
one of the most expensive anima¬ 
tions ever made, they have 
achieved an almost perfect transla- 
devour the eggs she has foolishly don to screen of the original, 
laid away from the farmyard. Although copyright may end this 
F6w childrens books or pro- year, ft is hard to see how any 

grams today use such sophisti- other version could match iL 

rated language, yet words like Television has brought the 
soponfic, describing the effect world of Beatrix Potter to an even 
on the Flopsy Bunnies of eating wider autfience. The popularity of 
too many lettuces, have a magic Peter Rabbit and friends has 

and music for small ears that lasts drawn over 250,000 visitors to a 

a lifetime, encouraging a wide special exhibition. The World of 
vocabulary and a delight in lan- Beatrix Potter, in the Lake District 
gnage. When Peter Rabbit was since ft opened in 1991. 

“*• ^ spraows Many would claim that Peter 
implored mm to exert himself." Rabbit is no unworthy successor 

The publish®, Frederick Wame to that great poet, though Beatrix 
and the Beatrix Potter estate have Potter herself wrote: "I have never 
bera committed to upholding this quite understood the secret of 
high quality in words and fllustra- Peter's perennial charm." 


Soviet Jews, right here in the GS. 
as a part of world Jewry, and to 
provide them with a safe, decent 
homeland." ■ 

Ahmed Badawi is an Egyptian 
freelance journalist who 
recently visited Russia. 
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■ President Yasser Arafat, the man who had often Iven written 

as a hopeless dreamer, has emerged on the international .ire::.: .. 

credible politician, with very few illusions. The path nf his po!it:c.: 
evolution from a revolutionary lo .i statesman, was not paved \>::h 
toscs, and perhaps, it is due lo this thorny path, that he had Je*.el¬ 
oped his highly skilled political acrobatics act that clur.u-teri.-e- : 
style of his leadership. 

He had managed throughout his career, to alienate r.iO't *t i 1 ’.- 
Arab leaders if not all. at one point ol history or another. vet • 
always seen kissing and hugging the cjme people he U-tef nun.::;.! 
to alienate previously. His diplomatic skills, which had been a.i.:. ■ 
estimated by the specialists ot inter-Arab diplomacy - mi:*! ft■•.. 
been his best assets, providing him with the required room 
maneuverability when sensine'the need to change horse- t;i m J 
stream. 

The pjn-Arah cause of the liberation ol Palestine, hud often 
President Arafat in a position tit odds with the Arab leader;. :.;r: .• 
managed skillfully to hold and maintjin. even to promote ta* 
purely Palestinian dimension of the Arab Occupied Terri lone-. 
the West Bank and Gaza. Front the very humble beginning-. r 'v 
Syria of the ’60s, he managed tenaciously to preserve the indepen¬ 
dent decision of his organisation to the detriment at times, of k’eer 
ing good relations with his hosts. Later, he had aligned h:r:scl: » 
President Nasser and managed to incur the wrath and suspicion 
the Arab colossus when rejected the Rogers plan. His experience- 
in Jordan of the ’60s and *70 have not fared belter, if not nme 1 : 
worse. The culmination of years of co-operation and unity ot pur¬ 
pose between the PLO and the Jordanian government ended lor a 
short while. His path afterwards from the Lebanon towards Tun:-, 
was riddled with suspicions and ill faith between himself and mam 
Arab leaders. 

He often spoke with derision regarding the conservative Arab 
regimes, or reactionary tin revolutionary jargon), though most o: 
his financial and moral support came from such quarters. He had 
often accused the previously known as progressive Arab regime- 
with impotence and hypocrisy, when in effect, he was no; revolu¬ 
tionary enough in their eyes. 

Arafat as a man and a president, is truly representative of ;5i.* 
new bread of rebels turning statesmen. His fame and capability- 
have surpassed all expectations, even among his staunchest ene¬ 
mies. Yet one thing seems to emerge continuously and consistently 
in his career, the fact that he managed to jump on too many rojv- 
all at once, but now can he keep replacing distrust with trustworthi¬ 
ness, and suspicion with confidence when all around hint are cvtrj- 
cautious. including those who seem to be his allies? and for how 
long? 

■ The conference organised by Economic Perspectives 25-> ■'! 
September, has been certainly a new experience in a country much 
used to conferences, in terms of arranging a meeting at gr.i>s roo»$ 
level, for business executives and the various representatives of :he 
"think tank" institutions. The level of attendance, interest as well 
the papera discussed, highlight the need of the Jordanian bu>ii:c-; 
community's desire for more information, and gatherings of such i 
high calibre especially in view of the new circumstances which are 
surrounding our region. It is imperative that a follow up to this con¬ 
ference must take place, as the need for the liberalization of the Jor¬ 
danian economy is felt by all sectors of the economy. The old style 
obsolescent government meetings and conferences must he 
replaced eventually by this form of a gathering in order to allow the 
people with first had experience, exchange ideas freely, and plan 
the future economic prosperity of this country in an efficient man¬ 
ner. rather than in the old way of endless talk and bravado, the 
nation is most accustomed to. 


I kANNOUNCfiVIH^T \ 

\The National Musk Conservatory/Noor • 
j At Hussein Foundation has a number of i 
scholarships available to study the \ 
j following instruments: Nai, Double Bass, ' 
Bassoon, Trumpet, Trombone and French 
| Horn. The scholarships are open to 
■ students aged 9-78. 

I The National Music Conservatory/Noor Ai Hussein Foundation . 
Jabal Amman - Atiyat BuHdng - Behind the Embassy of Kuwait i 
TeL- 687620 Fax: 687621 ? 
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Barbecue 
Dinner e verf Thursday 


A wide selection of appetizers, sweets and fresh fruits in addition to ke¬ 
babs, barbecued meat and fish 


Buffet Lunch 
every Friday 


and music for small ears that lasts 
a lifetime, encou raging a wide 
vocabulary and a delight in lan¬ 
guage. When Peter Rabbit was 
rangta in a net, the sparrows 

"implored Hm to exert himself " 

The publisher, Frederick Wame 
and the Beatrix Potter estate have 
been committed to upholding this 
high quality in words and fllostra- 
tions by guarding the copyright of 
her characters. While they feature 
on a huge variety of goods there 
is stria control over how they 
may appear and the reproductions 
must be faithful to the originals. 

In the centenary year the pub- 


Traditional Arab dishes including grilled deer legs, bat* 
pigeons, stuffed chicken &. lamb and grape leaves in 
non to appetizers, sweets and fresh fruits 


The experience of the 
Arabian Nights! Jj 

Make reservations I Jwji 
earlier please I _ /Tilfl 


Elizabeth Lane is taHng Hiw 

off from wor king in publishing 

to rediscover the delights of 
Peter Rabbit with her two-year- 
old daughter 

GEMINI NEWS 




MarJ Al 500 meters from the International Exhibit Grounds Tel 7 13503 
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Swatch FaB/Winter 1993 
Collection 

Irresistible Attraction 






# Swatch ann ounces the launch or its twentieth . j 

collection in 10 years and you wiD be enchanted 

by the variety and creativity of the different , . ■■ • in '-'i ' • 

models- They are irresistible and each watch ...' ■ •■ 

conveys some idea of the imagination that went - 

into its making, each telling a story. v ; 

The 'Chronos* with their gennine leather straps 

seem set to make the running, while the stylish -—- . “ ' 

metal stretchbands—ravaflable for the first time in Fall/Winter '93 in mnlticolored versions are guar¬ 
anteed to be a huge kit. Automatics are now available with metal stretchbands and the Scuba collec¬ 
tion has another outstanding model, 'Golden Island.' 

As always, all Swatch watches are guaranteed stock-resistant and water-resistant and feature Swiss- 
made quartz precision movements—making them even more irresistible. 


Kahil 


A caricaturist in a well of politics 


Aduan Yahya 
Mahmoud Al-Abed 

Special 10 the Sur 

^ AN obvious analogy with 
1 diere (1622-167,3). Mahmoud 
! hil. the famous Arab caricarur- 
1 is a soul at liberty arousing hot 
( :stions, depriving the authority 
* its power, amplifying human 
.1 nbols and making fun of them. 
\iolh the eye of the 

critic and the tree feel- - 

ings of a philanthropic 

artist, he draws his 

(houghis so symboli- 

rally that we feel his ~sy~ 

proximity to Moliere's 

own feelings. 

Because Kahil is con¬ 
scious of the complex¬ 
ity and vagueness of the 
present stage, he sad¬ 
dles his cartoons on the 
wings of history so that 

he can transfer his read- _ 

ers into other realms. 

Therefore. Rahil's can- F^SvXm 
calures arc part of a 
political and human 
movement, the aim of 
which is lo acquire the 
Arab individual's right ' 

in living and thinking. 

We'll attempt to knock the door of 
three basic aspects to clarify our 
image of Mahmoud Kahil: His 
personal and artistic life, his polit¬ 
ical caricature and his theses. 

Mahmoud Kahil started his 
career more than thirty years ago. 
vie was bom in Tripoli. Lebanon 
.tnti loved his native prosperous 
city passionately, even when it 
-ecame; no longiy prosperous^.. 
The niosl frightening'thing Co 
me." as the artist kiid. "is to die in 
-ondon away from my native city, 
my people and my children." He 
continues. "When I came to Lon- 

■?&JSS!r^LZ^J'JZ';Z7^ZZ£ZZ. 


don. 1 felt pleased and lonely at 
the same time: my intention was 
to stay for a year or two. neverthe¬ 
less. I have been here for fifteen 
years, i began as a newspaper 
designer then ! worked in publish¬ 
ing houses. 1 am not a university 
graduate, on the contrary, my two 
years in studying commerce 
turned lo be a big failure." Talking 
about his experiment as an 


one. 

Critics and political historians 
consider Kahil's production has 
been nourishing the spirit of the 
Arab political thought through his 
constant attempts to uncover those 
who play with the destinies of 
their people and those who lay the 
seeds of death to harvest their own 
benefits. 

Kahil has taken a strong stand 
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employee in the Western estab¬ 
lishments he said "the Zionist pen¬ 
etration there is great, and we. as 
Arabs, are persona non grata, 
generally speaking." 

Kahil believed that the political 
caricature is a commentary on 
what takes place. He said "I am a 
political commentator, my carica¬ 
ture is a column orjwo of political 
tommeniary on"‘a' certain issue!" 
We. as readers, feel that his cari¬ 
cature wanders about to express a 
certain political stand especially 
the anti-American and anti-Zionist 


against the oppression imposed on 
the Arab citizen. He has also 
recorded a recession in the posi¬ 
tion of this individual caused by 
the general incapacity. Mahmoud 
Kahil has thrown his bucket in the 
well of politics and declared his 
testimony bravely. He appears to 
have been influenced by the West¬ 
ern winds of art especially by .the 
'artist Jack Devins. T|ipu<|h" the 
latter is known to have a 'social' 
approach, we can say that Kahil's 
start was such but has been over¬ 
whelmed by his political trends. 




ANVR choose Amman 
for holding annual conference 


NEARLY JfW Dutch tour opera¬ 
tors gathered in Amman this week 
\c tonxene the 21 m Annual 
ANVR tDucii Federation of 
Travel Agem>). the first to be 
held in an Arab city. 

"We chose Jordan because we 
ire convinced our people would 
■ilcc it." said Frank Bennlngen, 
jhairman of ANVR's convention 
committee. 

The number uf tour operators at 
'he convention thi> week repre¬ 
sented the interest of Dutch tour- 
;«t$ in finding new .md interesting 
.'laces to vacation, he told journal¬ 
ists at a press conference Saturday 


at the Jordan InterContinental. 

Jordan was chosen over several 
other countries that offered to host 
the conference after receiving a 
majority vote from ANVR board 
members. 

Bermingen was joined by Minis¬ 
try* of Tourism Secretary General 
Nasri A tall ah in his enthusiasm 
for Jordan's tourism potential in 
light of progress towards peace in 
the region. 

"Jordan is working for peace." 
Mr Atallah said. "There is no 
doubt {Jordan] will be a net gainer 
from tourism: we do see an 
increase of tourism through peace 


whether it is regional or not." 

He said that already in 1993. 
the number of tourists visiting 
Jordan from Holland has already 
exceeded the number of 1989: a 
peak year when 3594 Dutch tour¬ 
ists visited Jordan. 

The drop in the number of 
Dutch tourists in 1990 and 1991 
(to 2734 and 1555 respectively) 
was contributed to the Gulf War. 

"We are doing very well con¬ 
sidering the peak year of 1989 
and the years in between; these 
figures arc very encouraging." he 
said. 

Benninecn reminded the audi- 
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Under the Patronage of Their Royal Highnesses 
Pnnce Raad Bin leid and Princess Majda 

The National Music Conservatory/NoorAI Hussein foundation 
and 

The Scandinavian Ladies of Amman 

tn cooperation with the 


hot ft INTER-CONTINENTAL johiun 

present 

KJELL BAEKKELUND 

in a 

Piano Recial 

Sunday. 3 October 1993, 8:00 p.m. 

The Inter - Continental Jordan - Ballroom 

The program includes pieces by Handel, Mozart. 
8artok. Grieg. Schumann, Debussy, Chopin and others 

Ticket s for JD 7 each are available at; 

Tne NflBwia: Wusc Conservatory .Tel 867620 - the Scan draw an Lades 
Hotel imef-Cor-Unentai Jonwn.Tei. 6-11381 


EXHIBITIONS 

• Abdul Hamced Shoman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition of 
etchings by Mohammad Omar 
Khalil. Sunday 3 October at Darat 
Al Fumin. Exhibition runs until 3 
November. 


• Dr Fateh 
Al Mou- 
darres is 
currently 
displaying 
his works at 
Baladna Art 

Gallery' until 
5 October. 


• An Iraqi 
Art Festival 
is currently 
being held at 
Alia Art 

Gallery, and will run until 30 
September. 

• On Saturday. 2 October. Huss¬ 
ein Daaseh's exhibition will be 
inaugurated at Alia Art Gallery by 
Mr Omar Madam. Director of AJ 
Muiahida Publishing House. Exhi¬ 
bition runs until 10 October. 

• Mahmoud Al Obeidi's paint¬ 
ings will be on display al the 
French Cultural Center, starting 
W e dn es day. 6 October, and until 
Sunday 24 October. 



The most attractive aspect in 
Kahil's production is his theses. 
Through his artistic course, the 
artist has concentrated on the 
notion he wants his readers to 
receive as they read between lines 
and colours. His material is sup¬ 
plied by a plentiful source, that is, 
the Arab modem history. His aim 
is to express a certain issue, a 
human concept or a straggle: all 
are abundant in the case 

- of Palestine, Lebanon. 

In bis caricatures, he 
tackles phenomena, 
events and characters 
emotionally. But this 
emotional approach 
never lacks an artistic 
philosophy that is full of 
- ^ awareness of both the 

I form and the device. He 
employs history, deals 
with human symbols 
sarcastically, aiming at 
constructive criticism. 

When dealing with the 
Lebanese problem in 
particular, the shadows 
of tragedy characterize 
his works. By this, he 
m, tries to evoke the feel- 

^ ings and documents a 

- stage of the Lebanese 

individual's straggle and uncover 
the attempts to choke it. Kahil 
declared that Lebanon had lost her 
independence and stability, and 
that the cantons and dissension 
were the supreme goals of the 
Israelis. 

One of his best drawings is the 
one in which he uses the phoenix 
as a symbol of the Palestinian peo- 
. ...ple.jrising, frejsa the..ashes after, j- 
"‘ every uagedy.J^a^il has indeed', 
fathomed liie'Palesririian character 
and drawn the wound smilingly. 
Such a smile helps to create a 
clear vision of the tragedy. ■ 


ence that Amman is an ideal posi¬ 
tion to become the geographical 
"hub" of the region considering its 
short distance from Jerusalem. 
Petra, Damascus and Aqaba. He 
emphasized, however, that Jor¬ 
dan's tourism industry should con¬ 
centrate its efforts on promoting j 
the country abroad and upgrading 
facilities. 

"Aqaba is a beautiful place," he 
said, "but 1 would upgrade the 
beach hotels, because you have 
stiff competition. Elat will be 
competitive. Jordan’s general 
amenities should be brought to the 
standards of European tourists." 

ANVR members in Jordan 
toured several of Jordan’s popular 
sights including Mount Nebo, 
Madaba, Petra, Aqaba, the 
Amman Citadel and Kanzaman 
before returning to Holland 
Wednesday. ■ 


• An exhibition of photographs 
about Eastern Dancing In Ger¬ 
many will be displayed at the 
Goethe Institute. Monday, 27 Sep¬ 
tember. until 7 October. 

• The British Council will 
present an exhibition by British 
artist Caroline Dobson. Saturday, 
25 September, at 6:00 pm. Exhibi¬ 
tion runs until 30 September. 

• The French Cultural Center is 
currently displaying an exhibition 

entitled Old Baghdad: photo¬ 
graphs and paintings, by Iraqi 
artist Nadim. Exhibition con¬ 
tinues until 3 October. 


FILMS 

• Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers will be featured, at 
the American Center on 
Thursday, 30 September, at 
6:00 pm. 


• A Month In The Country 
will be screened at the British 
Council, Wednesday, 6 October, 
at 7:00 pm. 

• A Nous La Liberte (Freedom 
Is Ours) will be shown at the 
French Cultural Center, Monday 
27 September, at 8:00 pm. 

• The Goethe Institute will be 
showing two films on 2 October. 
The first. Prisma, a cultural mag¬ 
azine, and the second 'Artificial 
Light or Tricks with light', Sat¬ 
urday, 2 October. 


Long live Heavy Metal 

We're writing to comment on (The Myth of Rock) in your September is¬ 
sue. 

We have never read such a terrible review. What do Ahmad Humeid 
and Haitham Ibrahim know about Heavy Metal to talk so confidentially 
as if they've been listening to metal all their lives? Criticizing is one 
thing, but blaming teenagers for not being Metal!ica is another! 

The article just goes to show how prejudiced people in Jordan are - 
about Metal Music. Being devoted fans to Heavy Metal, we know how 
to judge far better than a reporter looking for a good story. We can't get 
to sec the real thing, it's only fair that we at least get the feel of a Metal 
concert We all knew what to expect, and we didn't pay to see Guos N’ 
Roses perform. We know it's not easy, but we paid to see them play and 
we got our money's worth. 

After such a review, no one will ever dare to try again. We thought 
that people like you would try to encourage such a thing. It’s not just a 
few (Metal freaks), it's young people trying to show their point of view - 
and express their feelings, but that doesn't seem good enough. And (no) 
we didn't sleep through the first performance; on the contrary, it wanned 
us up for the great music to come. You can't expect Prime Cut to be like 
Bon Jovi. They knew that their songs weren't perfect, but instead of en¬ 
couraging them, you criticize their hard work. 

If Abator's performance was "forgettable,'’ how come we’re writing. 

As for X, they created this whole idea and were brilliant at their playing. 
Ammaris singing was very suitable for their choice of songs.. .. 

Angry, REAL fans of Heavy Metal 
DS+LB 

P.S: We’re writing although we know you're not going to print this, 
but we couldn't just sit and do nothing. 

LONG LIVE HEAVY METAL 

So. DS+LB think that our review war "terrible". "Terrible in compari¬ 
son with what? Other reviews?" We would tike to ask. The fact remains 
that our "terrible" review was the only one mentioning the concert in the 
Jordanian press. 

We wonder how DS+LB f whoever they are) can be so confident that 
we don't know anything about Heavy Metal?? We are not"prejudiced* 
against anybody or any kind of music. We both happen to listen to a very 
wide spectrum of music, including some very noisy stuff! But yes, we are 
" prejudiced" against bad sound system, unpracticed playing, and charg¬ 
ing JD 4 for that 

What gives DS+LB the right to talk on behalf of all the audience, es - .*• 
pecially when they say "we ALL knew what to expect " We, being enthu- - 
siastic ourselves before entering the concert halL certainty weren 'tex- , 
peeling the music to be of such a low standard. 

Since you all metal fans are concerned about "young people showing 
their point of view." it would have been REALLY nice if DS+LB could 
tell us what point of view the concert war trying to convey. All we saw 
wof badly. tyhasheiljBgjenql of same classie-mgtal songs* And how can , ’ 


teacrassw, 


We would like you "Real Fans of heavy metal" to listen to the con¬ 
cert's tape recording (available at Nol recording center, in Shmeisahi). 
Maybe then, with the absence of hype and the senseless energy release, 
you can prick your ears a little and shake the dirt out to hear how it 
really was. 

Why do DS+LB have such a big problem with the concept of criti¬ 
cism? We think our review war constructive, pointing out the good and 
mediocre parts of the concert, which contained some promising talents. 

We can't see why our job, as reporters, should be to "encourage * the 
local scene, which happens to be suffering from a lack of musical talents 
and technical know-how. In such circumstances, our job should be to ■ 
show the hidden side of things, which are usually overshadowed by 
over-enthusiasm from fans tike yourselves. 

Universal Studios Hollywood 
set attendance record 


DESPITE THE continuing world¬ 
wide recession and its impact on 
tourism in Los Angeles and 
Southern California. Universal 
Studios Hollywood, the number 
one motion picture themed attrac¬ 
tion in the world, set a two-day 
weekend attendance record 
(August 7 &8) when 64,415 
guests visited the studio. 

Saturday's 33,632 total repre¬ 
sented a new daily mark. 

Both figures shauer totals set in 
1989 when Universal unveiled 
"Earthquake—The Big One," a 
recreation of a massive 8.3 tem¬ 
blor. Until this year, "Earthquake" 
had been widely considered the 
most successful new attraction 
debut in theme park history. 

"Back To The Future" is the lat¬ 
est in a string of successful open¬ 
ings the last few years." said Bob 
Gault, president, of Universal 
Studios Hollywood. "It began 
with Earthquake, followed with 
ETs arrival, continued with die 
opening of our beautiful studio 
center and then caught fire with 
Backdraft. This is what the world 


has come to expect from Univer¬ 
sal's world-class attraction and 
signifies the comanimeot that 
Universal has made to strengthen 
the Southern California tourism 
industry. 

"Also due to the success of 
"Back to The Riture" we have 
been able to operate at record lev¬ 
els of seasonal employment, 1 ' 
Gault said. 

"Back To The Future" is a $60 
million state of the art ride com¬ 
bining dynamic motion based 
technology with sophisticated 
hydraulics, multi-channel sound, 
live effects and ground breaking 
Omni max film to create a total 
sensory impact experience akin to 
a "flying roller coaster." - - 

The attraction debuted 12 June, 
attracting world-wide attention 
with stars tike Michael J Fox, 
Mary Steenburgen and Steven 
Spielberg in attendance for the ( 
first rides in the massive 13-story ' 
structure. 

Universal Studios Hollywood is . 
the largest and busiest motion inc¬ 
ome television studio in the world, i 



Incredibly, Morty had forgotten to bring a pocketbook. 
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",For God’s sake, hun 
dropping babies all 






"So! Planning on roaming the neighborhood with 
' T some of your buddies today?” 


ARIES , (21, 
March-19 April): 
If yon sell - some^ 
thing you're not. 
using, you'may be 
able to buy some-. 
tiring you want‘ 
TAURUSV-.-. <20 
APRHr20 r MAY):.' 
You. should be 
:• .'pretty': 



SCORPIO (24 
October-21. .■. „ 
November)! 
Meet with a part¬ 
ner and figure 
but what . you 
need to accom¬ 
plish next, you 
may be . too busy 
with stuff you 
don't wantto do. 
SAGITTARIUS 

(22November- 

21 December):' 
Work hard, so 
you’ll have time 


t Mr Mahmond Jamal Balqaz, Executive President at RJ, held a 
dinner party in honor of Dutch travel agents holding their confer¬ 
ence here In Jordan. 

Attending were Minister or Tourism,. Yanal Hikmaf, Minister of 
Transport, Salman Tarawneh and others. 

At the beginning of the party, Mr Balqaz~ delivered a speech wel¬ 
coming the Dutch delegation and appreciating their choice of Jor¬ 
dan as a location for their animal conference. * ': ; 

The dinner party was held near the temple of Heresies and dinner 
was served in cooperation with Forte Grand, Amman. 


speeches and.. write _ . .. 

papers, if possible. . -7'rP- ... ; 

CANCER (22’Jane-22 JuIyJvGet 
friends to. help you. with'* domes-.. 
tic project ami ittl sure-goTaster 
and te more^fobl -’You may be 
stuck doing a projecL; : - 

LEO(23JulyAugustjr It may 
be hard ge tting .started this week. 
Persevere. ' YquU probably enjoy 
your: job; trace you get going; A= 
deadline looms:' _ 

VIRGO (23 At^n5i-22_Septem- ‘ 
ber): Signup for a trip, Good new- 
friends bc,one..of the firmge 

benefits. A'bow may reaBypfie pn 

toe work, but you’ll be_ahte to ban- 
die it V 

LIBRA (23: September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): -Be'carrful: withyoui: credit.; 
cards: That's real moticylan-excel- ! 
lent 1 , time for traveL writingvand. 


youre. 
having trouble at 
work,' it should be easy to find a 
tutor! . - T ‘'■ • 
CAFRICORN^(22Decanber-l»; 
January): . A fgood- week fo t 
ro manc e. . Schedule -a;* breakfast. 
date! You; -may ; not 'have much' 
“time Tor fun. A comjaicated' writ-. 

' Jairoary-rt 

Febnrary):'. ;Tafce !'■ care of ihe:- 
house. Yoti’fl haVe more time for 
ippurace. Pfeywitb your friend'or 
frdcmcWprospects. : ; '.. " 
J?I5CESv - Febrnary-26 
: March); A good time to leant, so ' 
‘ <fo .‘Jhatj Your, pause may. be -the-. 
site of a fastinatiqg conversation. 

; If: you need a TstiW-privacy.' you 
may have to go fo'the-' librar y. 


;•:--V* fj. ;V-AV 
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Les elections confirmees 


Supplement en trangais du Star 


# he Premier ministre Abdul Solum ol MqjdU a coupi court aux rumeurs en confir- 
jnant officieUementmardi, la date du 8 novembre pour les prockaines elections leg¬ 
islatives. Le matin mime des sources gouvemementales, reprises par des agences de 
presse, annongaient le report du scrutin sine die. Dans une conference de presse, le 
roi Hussein avait lui-meme envisage cette possibliti, quelques jours auparavant, en 
raison de Vaccord israelo-palestinien qui prevoit des elections en juillet prochain 
dans les Territoires occupes. 

ha declaration du chef du gouvemement claijfie done la situation , au moment ou 
tons les observateurs de la capitate s'accordaient itprivoir une annulation du scru¬ 
tin. "Les circonstances excepdonneUes qui autoriseraient le report des elections 
n‘existent pas. Nous sommes d&termin£s a poursuivre le processus democratique et la 
vie parlementaare", a diclari le Premier ministre MajalL Fin de Vipisode. 
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Economie 
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(.'exportation 


a la mode CJC 


Radiographie du secteur prive lors de la conference sur "Les nouvelles perspectives 
economiques de la Jordanie". Zoom sur une entreprise pionnifere ft l'exportation. 


f .» 


"NOTRE ECONOMIE n'a pas 
d'avenir sous sa forme actuelle. 
Pour s'en sortir, la Jor danie doit 
devenir un exportaleur majeur". 
Cede r? nfecessity pronfie par 
r&onomiste Riad al Khouri, di- 
recieurdu bimensuel "Economic 
Perspectives' 1 , proud chaque jour 
un caraetfcre plus urgent avec la 
perspective dune paix dans la rg- 
gion. La normalisation des rela- 
: tions commerdales avec. Israel et 

* le futur^Etat palestmien va provo- 
: quer in* choc pour l'&onomiejor- 
: danienuc. Choc auquel elle sem- 
' ble encore mal pr£par£e. 

; Pour r606chir ft ces nouvelles per¬ 
spectives. Riad al Khouri a 6t6 
■ 1'initiateiur d'une conference de 
; deux joiirs regroupant des grands 
no ms do secteur £conomiqoe pri- 
. v£ et d£s experts Strangers, sous 
' le patronage de la F£d£ration jor- 
danienng des chambres de com* 
merce. A louts et carences de 
lyconoigie du Royaume furent 
passds revUU U VtH! « UlUSi Vdfi=~ 

tions wr les - ravestissements, 
1‘dnergi® les mfolias. le r61e des 
ONG, $ politique mon£taire, la 
fiscalitfit Pour baiter de la ques- 

• tion-cl£ides exportations, e'est le 
' responsible efune des rares entre- 

p rises ex porta trices jordaniennes 
qui a £t£ choisi: Samir K. Maq¬ 
dah. directeur de CJC (Jordan 
Clothin&Company). 

Depuis quarante qua tre ans, 
CJC s'esi sp&rialis£e dans la con¬ 
fection. Avec une production de 
3000 pi&es par jour et la realisa¬ 
tion de;. 70% de son chi fife 
d'affaires; ft Importation, comrae 
object! la fin de l’ann6e, la 
rdusriie cette society en fait un 
§«odfeIe.> Pourt ant, des mad feres 
nremifereS ft r£nergie, CJC im- 



Plus des deux tiers des chemises CJC sont vendus a Vetranger. En tSte: VAHemagne qui importe 
un tiers de sa production. Un succts. 


pone tout Sa r&issite reside dans 
sa capacity & transformer ces 
matifercs premiferes pour aboutir ft 
des produits ft haute valeur ajoo- 
tfee. Une voie incontoumable pour 
les entreprises jordaniennes. 

"La grande chance de la Jorda¬ 
nie, particuli fere menl dans 

findustrie textile, e'est qu'elle ne 
subit pas de quotas a 
rexportation”, soutigne Samir K. 
Maqdah. "Les entreprises jorda- 
niennes n'en profitenl pas assez". 
Pour reussir sur le marchfe occi¬ 
dental il encourage les entreprises 
jordaniennes ft coopferer avec des 


producteurs asiatiques frappfes par 
des quotas a l'expon. Ces demiere 
sont en quete de partenaires pour 
modifier le certificat d'origine de 
leurs produits. CJC a ainsi pu pfe- 
n&rer le triarchy amfiricain en 
s'associant avec une entreprise in- 
dienne. "Ce fut une experience 
ufes instructive, mais aujourdTmi, 
nous n'avoos plus besoin dun tel 
intermfediaire", ajoute Samir K. 
Maqdah. 

C)euxifeme bon point de la Jorda¬ 
nie: une main cfoeuvre bon triar¬ 
chy. Trois fois moins chfere qu'en 
Israel. Mais. cet alout est ft nuanc- 


er. Le directeur de DC deplore la 
faible productivity et 
lincompyfence des travail]eurs 
jordameus. "Chaque jour, vous 
pouvez avoir 10% de vos employ¬ 
es absents sans raison. Cela peut 
miner route votre production. 
Cest pourquoi. employer de la 
main d'auvre 6tnmgfere est une 
obligation", assure-t-iL Les tra- 
vaflleurs Strangers sont rfiputfis 
plus rapides et laborieux... Du 
moins, les deux premiferes an- 
n6es.„ 

CJC mise aussi sur la formation 
de ses employfis. Une obligation 


pour parvenir fe une production de 
quality. "D but faire comprendre 
aux ouvriers les critferes qualiia- 
tifs. Pourquoi chaque chemise 
doit se resserubier et avoir les 
poebes cousues au mfeme en- 
droit", insiste Samir K. Maqdah. 
Cette implication de 1'ouvrier 
passe par des cours, des recom- 
mandations quotidSeimes et un en- 
cadrement plus fetroiL 
La bonne quality du produit est 
en effet es sardelle pour vendre fe 
1'ytranger. "L'exportation nous a 
permis de mesurer concrfetemenl 
la quality de nos produits. Nous 
avons ddcouvert 1'importance ac- 
cord6e par les Europdens fe 
1‘unifonnity de la production. 
Tandis que sur le marchd jordani- 
en, des diffynences dans une 
m£me sfirie d'arricles n'dtaient pas 
gguuntes", explique le directeur 
de CJC L'entreprise de confec¬ 
tion a fait aussi de la presentation 
.Cone de ies prioritys'/EHe^ssdt 
main tenant, comme aocone autre 
compagnie jordanienne, mettre en 
valeur ses produits par 
l'emballage et le marketing. 

Mais, phis que la quality, e'est 
le prix qui reste le critfere dfeisif ft 
1'export Malgr£ de bas salaires, 
les produits jordaniens restent 
coOtcux. Pour contoumer cet ob¬ 
stacle, Samir K. Maqdah pifecon- 
ise d'acquyrir des licences ou de 
coopyrer avec des marques 
prestigieuses: "En Occident, 
e'est la manque du vEtement qui 
conditionne I'achat". 

En Europe, les chemises DC 
sont vendues dans des boutiques 
de taille moyenne ou de province. 
Le volume modeste de sa produc¬ 
tion 1’empfeche de satisfaire les 
dmvanrie s des gros circuits de dis¬ 


Plaidoyer 
pour la TV A 


A la tribune de la conference economique, 
l'expert Chris Higson a decline les vertus 
d'une taxe sur les ventes en Jordanie. 


DEPUIS DES mois. la creation dune u\e sur les ventes (Sale Tax) 
divise la communaute economique jordanienne. Commerfams ct 
hommes d'affaires sont en majorite opposes a cette taxe. Mais, ii la 
confyrence sw "Les nouvelles perspectives de 1‘economie jorda- 
nienne". cen-' re fiscale s'esl tiouvec un avcvai dans la per- 
sonne de Chris Higson. cfelebre economiste britannique. professeur 
& la London Business School. 

D'entrEe, l’expert britannique recuse la distinction entre pays in- 
dustrialisys cl pays cn voie de developpcmcnt en matifere fisc ale. 
Selon lui, il existe un consensus international pour preferer au- 
jourdTiui les taxes sur les ventes. dom la TV A (taxe sur la valeur 
ajoutye) est la forme la plus achevec. ComparEe it I'imput sur le rc- 
venu, cette taxe est mieux acccptee par le public qui la considfere 
comme plus juste. Elle a aussi I'atoui de 1‘cfficacite. La TV A est 
collectye fe chaque stade intermediaire. mais en fait la taxation se 
fail settlement sur le produit final. 

Pour radminisnution. la collecte de cette taxe n’est pas chfere 
puisque son coOt repose sur l'entreprise. Chris Higson re marque ce- 
pendant que les entreprises modestes et les petits commerces sont 
dysavantagfes par ce systferae. Pour y remEdier, il faut leur appliquer 
des taux de taxation phis bas pour ne pas les pfenaliser, comme cela 
a &y fail en Colombie et en Indondsie. 

Un autre a tout d'une taxe sur les ventes pour le gouvemement est 
son invisibility. Il est impossible pour un individu de faire le total 
de sa taxation et de la comparer avec d'autres. Le professeur de la 
London Business School met aussi en avant la flexibility de cette 
mesure fiscale. Il est facile pour le gouvemement d'exemptcr de 
TV A une paitie de I'activity yconomique. Ainsi. des produits ma- 
joritaires dans le budget des plus pauvres peuvent elre dispensds de 
taxe. 

Enfin, la TV A englobe les taxes aux frontiferes. Les exportations 
en sont nonnalemenf aflranchies, tandis qu'elle s'applique aux im¬ 
portations. Devant ces arguments, les homines d'affaires presents fe 
la confference om sunout expliquer leurs rfeticences par le flou du 
projet gouvemementaJ. Ainsi, le directeur de DC s'est dfeclary in- 
quiet devant la'possibility offerte par la loi au ministre des Finances' 
cfajouter des produits a la liste et de relever le taux sans avoir h 
passer devant le ParlemenL Si les avantages thEoriques de la n£- 
forme fiscale sont clairs, son application dans le Royaume demeure 
obscure. C'est bien le problfeme. ■ 

F.C 



tribution. Un problfeme coramun a 
de nombreuses entreprises du 
Royaume. Aux Etats-Unis. elle 
s'esl constitufee une clientfele cn 
direct avec des commergants 
d'origine jordanienne ou arabe. 

Fort de ces rfeussites, le direc¬ 
teur de l'entreprise envisage 
l'avenir avec opiitnisme: "Sur le 
marcbfe local, les produits israfeli¬ 
ens ne pounront pas nous concur- 
rencer h cause de leurs prix fele- 
v6s. Mais. nous bfenyficierons des 
habitudes commerdales dlsrael 


avec 1'Ocddent pour y exporter 
de plus en plus". 

Dans ccttc idfec, Samir K. Maq¬ 
dah se prepare a collaborer avec 
des entreprises israeliennes. Cer- 
taines s'inieresseraiem dfejfe h dd- 
localiser leur production de ce 
c6ty du Jourdain pour profiler 
d'une main d'reuvre meilleure 
raarche. Une perspective infedile. 


Florent Cbevolleau 


PRESSE - Un joumalistc 
local a ete inculpe de difTa 
mation contrc 1'autorite 
judiciairc. lundi dernier. 
Ramadan Rawashdeh. 
journalistc a 

1'hebdomadal re Al Alhali. 
est accuse d'avoir porte at- 
teinte a I'ordrc public en 
publiant des informations 
conflden tidies sur le 
proccs des dix personnes 
soup^onnees d'un complot 
contrc le RoL C'est la pre- 
miere fob qu'un journa- 
liste est emprisonne de¬ 
pute 1989. 


PRESSE (2) - Le rou- 
vernement est pret a 
amender la loi sur 
I’Association de la presse 
jordanienne (JPA) pour 
1'actualIser. Le president 
de la JPA demande aux 
autoritEs d'obllger les 
journaux ft payer 1% de 
leurs revenus publicitaires 
a I'association et 
d'accroitre ('assistance fi¬ 


nancier? 

tale. 


gouvernemen- 


MONNA1E - Le dinar jor- 
danien devrait rester en 
circulation dans les Terri¬ 
toires occupes dans les 
deux annees a venir, selon 
la Banqne centrale jorda¬ 
nienne. Les banques com¬ 
merdales du Royaume se- 
ront autorisees a ouvrir 
des succursales dans les 
Territoires. 


HANDICAP - Face au 
nombre croissant de nais- 
sances d'enfants handicap¬ 
's, le ministere de la Sante 
prepare un texte autori- 
sant les future maries a ef- 
fectuer des tests medicaux 
pour determiner 

d'lventaelles incompati- 
bilites genetiques. Les 
femmes enceintes pour- 
root aussi se faire tester 
dans les premiers se- 
maines de leur grossesse. 


Arts 


Echanger pour creer 


La Galerie nationale abrite Ie premier atelier ouvert de Jordanie. Deux semaines de creation en commun 

pour vingt-huit artistes venus de diff6rents horizons. Enthousiasmant. 


2 ASSISE le sol, la jetme 

^ j^fcmine trace avec application des 


*agnes de fusain sur le papier 
C . Diane. Derriferc les boucles bruizes, 
^ le regard est aignufe. Concentrfee 

■i — — 


sur son dessin, Annie Sakbab, 24 
ans. vit les moments les plus forts 
de sa jeune carrifere. "Lorsque j'ai 
dycouvert tous ces artistes venus 
du monde entier travafllanl ensem- 


S ; jAmcmg the riches of Jordan, 

\ a Cittfzgem of ahu>tel l 


jl promise of 
'first Class Sty(e, 

' Luxury and Confort. 



.Vassmin 
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* W father it's Business or pleasure, 

v.'e'Kyo Beyond your expectations 
to mafe your stay a pleasant one. 

arc*, Jowl Amman 4432,9 


ble, j’ai &6 bouJeversfe", coofie-t- 
elle. " ImmMi atemenu j'ai vonlu 
participer ft ces deux semaines de 
creation en common- Cest une ex¬ 
perience unique!". 

Devant cette enthousiasme, la 
princesse Wijdan All pufesidcDtc 
de la Galerie nationale, l'a autoris- 
6c h se joindre fe ce premier atelier 
ouvert jordanien. Pour 1'occasion, 
le premier fetage de la Galerie est 
rSquisitionny. Sous des flots de 
musique classique. une vingtaine 
de peintres, c6raimstes, grapbistes 
travaiDem efite ft cdte. Sur les 
murs, les premiers dessins et es- 
quisses sont a£xroch6s maladroite- 
ment. Papiers journaux, brasses, 
pinceaux, pots multicolores jon- 
cbent le sol. Instants de creation. 

"L'atmosphfere est exiraordi- 
nairement stimulant e. J'ai renergie 
de travadller toute la jourafie ft cBtfe 
d'artistes expiriraeniys", constate 
Annie Sakhab. De temps en 
temps, un autre printre vient lui 
donner un consefl, lui indiquer 
une direction. Du coup, la jeune 
femme a tourofe le das ft la figura¬ 
tion pour se lancer dans 
^abstraction. Une grande premifere 
n& de ces fechanges. 

"Lorsque l'on travaille en 
groupe, ti se dfegage une barmonie 
gynferale entre les dilTfirents ar¬ 
tistes. Vous serez surpris de voir 
combieu nous sommes influencys 
par les cr€ations des antres. Cest 
une expyrience qui nous fait tous 
progresser", explique Adnan al 
Sheri f, peintre jordanien, habitufe 
des ateliers ouverts. Aprfes une 
seule journfee effective de travail, 


le no mb re efeeuvres achevfe est im- 
pressiormanL "D y a eu une verita¬ 
ble fr^ndsie de citation", assure la 
princesse Wijdan Ali. "Moi- 
m&me, je n'ai pas pu rfesisier ft 
modeler une cferaniique et peindxe 
un tableau. D fallait presque se 
battre pour avoir un pinceau!". 

A l'origine, c'est un Tunisien. 
Jamal Afghani, qui a erfed ces 
ateliers ouverts. Aprfes six festi¬ 
vals ft Tunis, c'est la premifere fois 
qu'une telle manifestation se d£- 
roule au Moyen-OrienL Devant 
cette ini ti alive, la reaction des ar¬ 
tistes jordaniens a 6t& trfes posi¬ 
tive. C'est one occasion unique 
d'fechanges et de dialogue avec des 
cr£atenrs fran$ais, am&icains, ita- 
tiens, chypriotes, tunisiens, syri- 
ens, irakiem, pales tiniens, Hbahais 
et fe gyptiens. 

L'imagc de Tartiste enfermy seul 
dans son atelier pour erfeer est d£- 
finiiivemem un cliche. Le Pales- 
tinien Nawash et le Jordanien Ja- 
lal Ariqat le confirmtaiL Ccnc 
ambiance infidite n'assfeche pas 
leur inspiration, bien au contraire. 
Os avouent seulement qa'il 
slsoleront seulement an moment 
de la finition de leur esuvre. Se¬ 
crets de fabrication obligenL_ 

Mardi 5,1'ensemble des artistes 
descendra dans l'amphithefttre de 
Basse-Ville pour peindre une 
large toile pour la municipality 
d' Amman. "J'ai toujours perso- 
adfee que I‘interaction entre les ar¬ 
tistes tail primortiiale. De telles 
rencontres sont indispensables 
pour dfeveloppo-, ft la fois, I'art 
arabe el I'art occidental", souligne 


la prfisidente de la Galerie nation¬ 
ale. 

Ainsi. tous les trois jours, ce 
groupe multinational de erfeateurs 
visile an site de Jordanie. "Je suis 
curieuse de voir comment la d6- 
couvearte de notre pays va les in- 
fluencer dims leurs cenvres", con- 
tie la princesse Wijdan Ah. 
Verdict: ie dimmiche 11 octobre. 
Les oeuvres n£es au cours de ces 
deux semaines exceptionneUes se- 
ront expos&s ft partir de cette 
dare. La Galerie nationale en con- 
sexvera ensoite quelques ones. 

A I'artiste, litre de cboix de les 
vendre ou non. A notcr aussi. une 
performance de danse contempo- 
raine par deux Amfericaines ft la 
Fondabon S ho man de Jebel Lu- 1 
wefbdeh, le 5 au soir, dans le ca- ' 
dre de ce Premier festival des 
Beaux-Arts. 

La princesse poise ddjft ft renou- 
voler l'expyrieace, fan prochain, 
en occupant, pourquoi pas, les 
deux m'veaux de la Galerie nation- 
ale. Selon elle, les musics ne doi- 
vent pas fine des lieux morts. 
seulement destinfes ft accrochcr 
des tableaux. Au contraire, elle 
souhaite faire de la Galerie nation¬ 
ale on lieu de vie et de oration. 
"POur le public aussi c’est trfes £d- 
ucatif Au lien de voir des oeuvres 
tenmnyes et bien encadries, il 
peut dfecouvrir les diff£rents 
stedes de lenr genfese", ajoute-t- 
elle. NTifesitez pas ft venir en 
percertesmystferes.B 


Agriculture 

Pesticides, priorite 
a l'information 


Grande premiere a Amman avec un seminaire regional sur les 
pesticides, les 4, 5 et 6 octobre. Une reunion exceptionnelle. 


F.C. 


L’AN DERNIER, des lygumes jor- 
dameru dtaient interdits d'entrfee 
en Arabic Saoudite. Motif invo- 
quy: une pr6sence trap yievde de 
rdsidus de pesticides dans les vfeg- 
ytaux. "Cest cet incident qui m'a 
donn£ I’idde d'organiser une con- 
fdrence rfegjonale sur 1‘utilisation 
des pesticides", confie Philippe 
Ospital, responsable de la mission 
agricole de I'Ambassade de 

France. "Je me suis rendu compte 
que la plupan des agriculteurs jor¬ 
daniens ne connaissaient pas 
les effets secondaires de ces 
produits chimiques". II 
est vrai que leur 
source d'information 
sont les marchands 
de pesticides eux-mfmes! 

Avec I'aide de la Commu- 

nanry europ&nnc. de 
1'association des producteurs 
de fruits jordaniens ct du 
ministfere de l'Agriculture, 
la mission agricole de 
I'Ambassade de France va 
ainsi pennettre aux agri¬ 
culteurs jordaniens dc 
s'infbnner, ft travers 
les uSmoignages de 
professionnels hor- 
ti coles venus de let 


leur compfitence pour expliquer 
les demifcres mfethodes uiilisfies en 
Occident contre les ravageurs de 
cultures. 



coccinelle: un "pesticide" 


^ de Syne. gelation centre le puceron. 
du Liban, du Ma¬ 
nx:. du Yemen et 


Jordanie. i 

r~ m ~- p,- Hes ex- “Depuis 15 ans, le traiiemem 

^Srapdens' vfeXn. apponer d« cuHures a ftiomidm™. dvolui. 


Nous sommes passfes de 
1'aspersion syst£matique de pro- 
duiLs chimiques a I'utilisation de 
prfedaieurs nature Is. comme la coc¬ 
cinelle centre le puccron", sou- 
ligne Philippe Ospital. Des my¬ 
th odes de pointe. respect ueuscs de 
1‘environnement et dc la santfe pub- 
lique. encore inconnues en Jorda¬ 
nie. Car, ne I’oublions pas: insecti¬ 
cides et fongicides sont des 
poisons. Mal utilises, its peuvent 
polluer les nappes phnSatiques. in- 
toxiquer les populations et provo- 
quer des efiets sur I'homme ft 
long rerme encore mal con- 
nus. 

En France, les agriculteurs 
Out pris conscience de ce 
problfeme. Le consommateur exige 
des produits sains et propres. Pour 
cela, pas question d'abandonner 
tout traiiemem pesticide, sans quoi 
Kgumes et fruits deviendraient im- 
propres ft la consommation et in- 
exportables, mais c'est Iheurc de 
rationnaliser leur utilisation 
grftce a une meilleure con- 
naissance de leurs effets. Ces 
nouveUe tr ^ is 1°“” inwnsifs de symi- 
nture riont pas (fault? but que 
d'engager cene inflexion en 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
2-8 October 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM WEDNESDAY 


SATURDAY 

08:30 — The FaneUi Boys 
09:00 — Perspective 
09 JO — Varieties 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: Ghost 
Dad. Eliott drowns in a river 
and dies, but comes back, as a 
ghost, were his children can 
only see him. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Step By Step 
09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Michael. Hope and their daugh¬ 
ter go to Arizona to celebrate 
with Hope's parents their 40th 
anniversary. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Doc: We Have Ways 
Of Making You. The media and 
its role in politics. 

11:10 — Golden Girls 

MONDAY 

08 JO — Delta 

09:10 — The House Or Eliott 
Evangeline and Beatrice are left 
without money following the 
death of their father. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — French Mini Scries: Le 
Gerfaut 

TUESDAY 

08 JO— People Next Door 
09:10—The Outsider 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Biography: Katherine 
Hepburn. The story of the great 
actress 



08 JO — Head or 
the Class 
09:00 — Docu¬ 
mentary: Water 
Wars 

10:00 — News in 
English 

10:20 — A 

Woman Named 
Jackie. The story 
of Jackie Ken¬ 
nedy and her 
marriage to 
John Kennedy. 

THURSDAY 

08 JO — 

Comedy 

09:00 — Reason¬ 
able Doubts 

10:00 — News Surprise Sur Prise, Thursday at 5:30 

in English 

10:20 — Movie 

of the Week: North Shore. Star- 

ring Malt Adler. Ken travels to DIMAN CHE 

Hawaii to achieve his dream or 
becoming a professional sorter. 


Becoming a prmessmmo .... ^ A T „ er 

FRIDAY 07:00-Le Journal 

07:15—FenetreSur 

08JO — Quantum Leap iimiu 

09:10 — Faces and Places LUNDI 

10:00 — News in English 

10:20 —The House Of Cards 06:00 ~ ^ Aventuriers de 

L'espace 

PROGRAMMES 06:30 ~ Maguy 

FRANC A1S 07:00 — ^ Journal 

07:15 — Magazine Sportif ' 

SAMED ' MARD, 

06:00 — PifetHercule . _ __ . 

06 JO — L'Ecolc dcs Fans °* :0 ° ~ ^ Monde Sous-Mann 

07:00 - Le Journal 06:35 — Beaumanoir 

07:15-Ushuaia 07:00 - Le Journal 

&&&. .- ■ ■■ 


Under the patronage of 
H.R.H. Princess SARVATH 

The /odety For Core of neurological Patient/ 

- Presents -- 

Creative Magic W: 

_ The Famous German Group _ 
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07:15 —Varietes 

MERCREDI 

05 JO— Ordy 

06:00 — Le Vagabond des Mers 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Le Journal ’ de 
L'Histoire 

. JEUDI 

05:30 — Surprise Sur Prise 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Documentaire local 

VENDREDI 

05:30 — Le Monde est i Vons 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Oreient Sur Seine 

-••■IC-TO. 


Wards of 
Wisdom 

It’s not the crises in life 
that will kill us; it's the de¬ 
tails. * « * 

The unfortunate thing 
about voters today is that they 
seek honesty in politicians 
and then promptly turn them 
out of office for exhibiting 
any. ♦ * * 

No entertainment is as 
cheap or as worthwhile as 
reading a book from your lo¬ 
cal library. 

* * * 

Never end a sentence of 
praise with the word “but'*; 
it's a sure sign that something 
negative will follow. 

* * • 

Getting everything that you 
ask for could be the worst fate 
of all, according to an old 
Chinese curse. 


Performing on 

Wednesday 291 91 93 
Thursday 30 i 9 I 93 
Friday 2/10/93 


at the Baccalaureate School at 6:30 p.m. 

Ticket price 5 JD . _ 

at the Palace of Culture at 4:00 p.m. 

_ Ticket prices : 5 JD - 3 JD - 2 JD _ 


Tickets are available at : 

* isaWai I ibiaiy/Stuq/Wi. ShmeisanL * Battche • Shnwisani. 

* Khafaf Stares - Ji aoeibdeh. * Zina Sura - Jober Complex. 

" Safewap. ’ Andalusia Stores • Jober Complex 

* AJ /and complex. * Cnee Hilda • Sweifieh. 


‘ Comer Super Market - 4th Crde. 
Fuad Super Market • Sioeifleh. 


The Fust Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


IIAKOTEL 

,|_ilMjl|lB 


Anunan-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Tickets are sold at 2:1)0 pm. October first 1993 at the Ticket office at the 
Palace of Culture of Al - Hussein Youth dtp. 

For more information please call 660296 _ 

Sponsored by - 

FORTE 


Recommended Listenings 
STING 

TEN SUMMONER’S 
TALES 

STING! NO, I'm not talking about the pain inflicted bya 
bee. l am talking about the man who used to be m a band 
called The Police, who split up in the mid-eighties and 
produced classics tike Every Breath You Take. 

During his rise to stardom. Sting starred in -a very huge 
science-fiction movie called DUNE, not to mention partic¬ 
ipating in various Greenpeace activities. After the split of. 
The Police. Sting went solo, and was responsible for 
unforgetable numbers such as Englishman In New York 
and We 'U Be Together. ^ ■ 

Well! He’s back to his old habit again with the release of 
his new album Ten Summoner’s Tales (Sting's actual 
n ame is Gordon Summoner). This album is compel- 
merited by having the introductory song /// Ever Lose My 
Faith In You. It is extremely different from what Sting 
previously wrote. This composition doesn’t emphazise 
guitars, but mainly has a synth structure, accompanied by 
drums and bass; Sting’s original instument. Mild guitars 

come in the 
last part of 
the song to 
follow the 
main flow 
of the 
music. 

In this soft 
parade of 
political 
opinion. 

Sting’s , 
vocal per¬ 
formance 
is one of 
his best 

ever. His 
low, deep 
and coarse 
voice is 
used effec¬ 
tively all 
throughout 
the album. . — 

: He changes • . . - .. . 

his voice from low to high pitch to fit the chorus, which 
j would certainly catch the ear of the uninterested listener. 

I Another interesting track is the stow, sad and remorseful 
j Field of Gold, having ’The good old-days" theme in it A 
slow acoustic guitar and an atmospheric keyboard add to 
this feeling as he takes us on a journey through his youth¬ 
ful memories, the lyrics here are so vivid and depictive, 

• displaying his usual skill and mastership of words. Sting 
resorted to some of his old tricks by including a progres¬ 
sive blues song, called It’s Probobty Me. 

All in afl. this is what Sting fans have been waiting for. A • 
chance in encountering this album should not be missed, 
as you miss out on something worth spending entire even¬ 
ings with. ■ 

AMJAD ABUL HUDA 


Would You 
Believe... 

U.S. President James 
Garfield reportedly could 
write in Greek with one hand 
while writing in Latin with 
theother—at the same time. 
* * * 

Bat and seal guano (ex¬ 
crement) are highly sought 
after in some parts of the 
world because of the excel¬ 
lent results achieved using 
it as fertilizer. 

* * * 

The formal name of the 
tiny nation of San Marino is 
this: “Most Serene Repub¬ 
lic of San Marino." 

* * * 

The Ark of the Cov¬ 
enant, which is said to have 
held the Ten Command¬ 
ments given to Moses by 
God, was last spotted way 
back in 586 B.C. 

* * * 

The typical human be¬ 
ing is covered with about 16 
square feet of skin, making 
ski n the largest single organ 

of the entire body. 

* * * 

The rums of an Egyp¬ 
tian temple holds a hugs 
statue, wbich was dubbed 
the “singing Memnon" 
because it supposedly gave 
off a high-pitched note 
shortly after sunrise. Unfor¬ 
tunately. some repairs made 
on the statute during the 
Roman Empire inadvert¬ 
ently silencedits * ‘singing." 

!•»>. Tribune Mafia Service! 


TOP VIDEO RENTALS 

1. The Bodyguard. Kevin Costner, 
Whitney Houston, Warner Home 
Video (R-1992) _ . 

Jock Nicholson. Columbia Tnbtar 
Home Video (R-1-992) 

3. VjJor^Crmt^twood,Ge^ 

Hackman. Warner Home Video (K- 

4. Forever Young.J^^C/^ 
Warner Home Video (PG-1992) 

5i Malcolm X, Oen^WasMng^ 
Warner Home Video (PG-13-1992) 

6 . The Crying Game, Stephen Rea. 
Jaye Davidson, Live Home Video 

(R-4992) ' 

7. Jennifer 8 . Andy Garcia, Unta 
Thurman, Paramount Home Video 
(R-1992) 

g. Hoffa, Jack Nicholson, Danny 

DeVito. FoxVideo (R-1992) 

9 Body of Evidence, Madonna, 
Willem Dafoe, MGM/UA Home 
Videa(NF--1993)' f-\ 

10. Bram Stoker’s Dracnla, Gary 
Oldman. Anthony Hopkins. Colum¬ 
bia TriStar Home Video (JR-1992) 

TOP POP ALBUMS 

1. Black Sunday, Cypress Hill. 

Ruffhouse .. . 

2. Sleepless in Seattle, Soundtrack. 

Epic 

3. Zooropa, U2. Island 

4. Core. Stone Temple Pilots, Atlan¬ 
tic ' . .. 

5. Janet-, Janet Jackson. Virgin 

6. Promises and Lies, UB40. Virgin 

7. Back to Broadway. Barbra 
Steisand, Columbia 

8 . Unplugged_and Seated, Rod 

Stewart, Warner Bros. 

9. The Bodyguard. Soundtrack, 

Arista ■ ’’ 

10. Siamese Dream, Smashing 

Pumpkins, Virgin . - - 

TOPCOUNTRY ALBUMS 

■ i ; A Lot About Uvm’, Altm Jack- 
son, Arista.,. - 

- 2 . lt-Won’t Be the Last Billy Ray 
Cyrus, Mercury 

3. Nd Time to K31, Clint Black. W-A 
41 Pure Country, George Strati, 

MCA- VV ; ; i.ci . / 

5. TeflMe Why, Wyiioruid. Curb 

6. life’s a- .Danas-: John Michael 
Montgomery; Atlantic' F;\ . 

7 Some Gave AH, Bi0 Ray Cyrus. 


'Ct£ Jtfha M&Hir*. 
“ten) WorttSn- Man. 

prise : 

TOP POP SINGLES 

1. WhoompI.Tflg 

2. Can'tHdp Faftogm lave.VB40. 

Virgin - ... ' ' 

3 Weak, 5WV, EastWcst 
4 ; iHad No Loot, Tony! Total 

Tone! Mercury . . ■ 

5 . Runaway -Train. Soul Asylum, 

Columbia 

6. Lately. Jaded, MCA ; ■ 

7. l*m Gonna Be. Tie Proclaimed. 

Chrysalis 

8. Slam, Onyx, Chaos 

9. If. Janet Jackson, Virgin - 

10. 1 Don't Wanna Fight, Tina 

Turner. Virgin . ' . 

Glamour Talk 

When used expertly, blusher? ran 
boost any shape of facc : A ^f?^ 
correctly, they, can make 
comical — even nightmarish. Noth¬ 
ing looks worse ihan blotches of color 

that don’t match your skin tone. 
Women with pale or translucent skin 
should stick with soft plum, rose or 

beny shades, while those with warmer 

skin tone can opt for peach, rose or 
apricot cotore. Use two shades ofWush 
for a natural look, using a large brush 
to loosely apply a lighter shade m an 
upward sweep over the cheeks anda 
slightly darker shade just over the 
’ cheekbones. 

Q-iW?.Traaio Mafia Scrr ieo _ 

WORD WISE 

Q: [read that TV script writers arc 

1 getting away with more “double 
entendres." What are they? 

A: Double entendre comes from 
17th-century Trench and means 
double meaning. Webster’s defines it 
as “a word or expression capable of 
two interpretations with one usually 

risque." oroff-color. What that means 

is script writers are getting away with 
! murder. 

Sud questions or comments for Wero 
' Wise to P.Q. Box 4367, Ovtando. Fla. 
32802-4367. 


Wit* U . 


. .. ) - v*!>■«<?? 
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Registration is now open at the French 
Cultural Center for the following .courses : 


By Jan Shanna 

RIVAL AUTHORITIES in Ne¬ 
pal's capital, Kathmand u are. at¬ 
tempting to overcome past squab¬ 
bles. lack of resources and cultural 
prejudice in an attempt to tackle 
the city's mounting piles of rub¬ 
bish which are beginning to threat¬ 
en the tourist trade. . . 

Germany had provided a/. 12 
year, US$4 million financial and 
technical aid program which end¬ 
ed in July this year. But neither the 
Germans nor Nepali s had planned 
who should continue the work and 
how it could be funded, ; . 

OfTidals are now trying to im¬ 
prove collection, disposal and re¬ 
cycling systems and are looking at. 
ways of generating local taxes and 
foreign aid to help pay for dealing 
with the 600 cubic metres of solid 
waste produced daily by Kathman¬ 
du and neighboring Panov Tonr- 
istn and trekking traders say that if 
the situation does not improve 
soon, it will drive visitors away, 

Kathmandu's garbage is a mix- . 
tore of domestic and industrial re¬ 
fuse and includes dead animals, 
plastics, toxic chemicals and con- - 
structipn materials. The-volume is 
twice the capacity of existing col¬ 
lection and disposal systems. -. , 

‘There .are also .fears 'of serious , 
health hazards from the Bir hospi¬ 
tal. A scheme for incinerating haz¬ 
ardous medical waste has, been' 
drawn tip but not implemented 
owingto lack of cash. 

■ ..When'the Gennari.aid,program 


ended ip July, Kathmandu munici¬ 
pality and the Solid Waste Man¬ 
agement an d Resource Mobiliza¬ 
tion Centre (SWMRMQ initially 
tried - to duck responsibility for 
rubbish collection and disposal. 
Waite of foul-smelling, fly-ridden 
rubbish quickly appeared and co-. 
incided with political unrest over 
the deaths of two veteran ^ominu- 
msterDebris from demonstrations 
exacerbated the problem and', 
.prompted the authorities into ac- ■ 
don. ’ 

Kathman du .foces three major. 
hurdles : in tackling its rubbish. 
These are; unoeztaiiity oyer who - 
should pay aid;lack of cash; faUr - 
tire, by the hiumdpallty and 
SWMRM.C .tp define their TeSpec- . 
trve roles; and deep-rooted Hindu 
cultural aversion to dealing with 
waste which iras tracfeionally been 
assigned to the lowest castes. 

The Germah.finahcial and tech¬ 
nical aid program wtaWished an 
integrated system for coDecting, 
tran^orting and disposing of 
- waste. It prompted the^J987 Sotid 
Waste Management, and Utiliza¬ 
tion Act- and ' set, up the. 

swmrmc. ;- . 

. "We have raken' ^e of 60 per ¬ 
cent of the garbage ,generated m 

the city," says AshokRataaTulad-- 

har, the (^atie's eieputy ::genml : 
manager. "We haye ^lwealth of . 
experience drel /: tedtaolo^cai 
know-how dun- is unmatched in 
.SooiliAaa : ,, '‘'•£. \ -■ 

These improved^systems are-eSr.. 
send at as Kafhmandp‘s waste has - . 


changed significantly over the past ... 
10 years' from largely biodegrada-~ s 
ble matter which could be used for 1 
compost*, to a.mixture of organic, 
and recyclable materials. 

However, the centre's future is 
uncertain. It has an annual budget 
of US$610,000, but has so far only 
covered a third of next year's run¬ 
ning costs from a government^ 
grant and private contracts. Nego^ 
tiatioos are underway with German L 
ny for -a US$160.000 grant -amLfr 
with the municipality - for a 
US$200J)00 service paymenL • 

The municipality has' dramati- ^ 
caJly increased its sanitation bud- r 
get from US$21,000-in-1991-92,’ ' 
to US$900,000 in 1992:93 as pan 
of May orPL'Smgh’s'campaign for 
a "clean, green and healthy Kath¬ 
mandu." So far there have been 
few visible results. 

There have been attempts to col- . 
lect waste from households, bill 
.tins, was to expensive. - Residents 
were -then asked to put out their 
waste early in the morning so that 
the city's 1,100 street- sweepers- 
coaid take it away. But many, 
soeets became littered as. soon as 
: they wer&cleaned. . 

: The municipality and centre are ■ 
now- seeking a compromise, in- 
-■TClving as moch recycling as pos- : ,. 
rsible. The;aim is to. raise .morKy. ” 
for a new compost plant and possi- V’ 
.biy recycle plastics, bottles-and •’ 
iron.goods for export to India. ■ 


The ^ NationaifMusic Cpn^rvatdiY/ Noir AI Hussein Foundation 


ROYM JORDANIAN 


























* Tlw registration wiQlast tiU6/10 /1993 
and the courses will start on 6 /10 /1993 
till 14 / 12 / 1993.. 


• French Horn/Trdmbone/Tuba/Percussion . . r 

toipin the newly.;establi3hecl: ^ 

• £ •• 

-• \c-'. V^’vS .• -.''■•••• -> . 

The Band nfeete;6aWhdays : from 7 to 9 p.rn. v , 
For more^^ informatiorivj^se^^iU.B0762^:dr ^fax687621 
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Royal Cultural Centre _ 661026/7 
American Centre library. 820101 

British Council_ i. _636147/8 

French Cultural Centre™ 637009 

Goethe Institute_ L _ 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 6411S8 
Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre,.. 639777 

Haya Arts Centre_... 665195 

Hussein Youth City_667181/5 

Y.W.CLA.- 641793 

Y.W.M.A-... 664251 




Algerian- 641271/2 

Australian.__ 673246/7 

Austrian Embassy_644635 

Bahrain...-_664148/9 

Belgian-675683 

Bulgarian.-81815J 

Canadian-666124 

Chilean_ 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons_677559 

Czechoslovakian_665105 

Danish Consulate Gen —603703 
Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French-641273/4 

German-689351 

Greek-.. 671331/2 

Hungarian._ 815614 

Indian......637262 

Indonesian-;_828911 

Iraqi-- 639331 

Italian_638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland—.. 625632 

Consulate of Iceland_698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka ..—645312 

Japanese -672486/7 

Kuwaiti-675135/8 

Libyan.- 693101/3 

Lebanese - 641381 

Moroccan _641451 

Netherlands.-637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Consulate_827926 

Omani---686155 

Pakistani_622787 

Palestine_677517 

People's Rep. of China._666139 

Phillipmes- 645161 

Polish_ 637153 

Qatari _682666 

Romanian-667738 

Russian _.641158 

Saudi Arabian...814154/6 

South Korean_660745/6 

Spanish_614166/9 

Sudanese_ 644251/2 

Swedish_669177/9 

Swiss__686416/7 

Syrian.-._. 641076 

Taiwan.—. 671530 

Tunisian___.674307/8 : 

Turkish _ 641251 

U.A.E._643347/643341 

United Kingdom...823100 

United States of America-820101 

Yemen. --— 642381 

EEC Delegation--- 668191 

ESCWA_ 694351/8 

ICRC_ 688645 


UNRWA.- 

UNICEF—. 

UNESCO- 


.— 669194/8 

_629571 

.-606559 


Nabil A1 Mashim Theatre-675571 
Nabil & ffisham's Theatre-625155 

Concord___— 677420 

Plaza- 699238 

Philadelphia_634144 

Sports Clubs 

AI Hussein Sports City..... 667181 

Orthodox Crab_ 810491 

Royal Automobile Cub— 815410 

Royal Shooting Qub_ 736572 

Royal Chess Club._ 673713 


Diary 






HB 

— 

Alyemda(Air 

yemen)-653691 

Aeroflot.. 

.. ..641510 

Air Canada.— 

- 630879 

Air France— 

.....666055 / 667824 

Air India 

-688301/2 

Air Lanka __ 

682140 

Alitalia. 

- 625203 


American Airlines_669068 

Arab Wings._894484 

Adria Airways_667029 

Austrian AirUnes..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines...665909 

British Airways_—__641430 

British Midland_694802 

China Airlines_636232 

Cathay Pacific_628596 

Cyprus Airways...667028 

Egypt Air_ 630011 

EmiratesAirlines—__643341 

Gulf Air.. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines_622275 

Iberia -..637827/644036 

Iran Air._ 622826 

Japan AirLines _630879 

KJLM —!_-622175 

Korean Airlines- 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines_643831/2 

Lufthansa.... 601744 

Malaysian AirHne.639575/653446 

MJ^A_ 636104 

Olympic._630125/638433 

PIA_ 625981 

Philippine Airlines_640200 

Palish Airlines_ 625981 

Qantas_641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian_ 678321 

Saudia_ 639333 

Scandinavian Airimes —.604499 

Singapore Airlines._ 676177 

Sudan Airimes_ 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.)65979I/641906 

USAIR._694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian_637380 

Thai Airways...637195 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines _659102 

Yemema Airways_ 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines —_604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 






Al-Cazar.. 
Aqaba_ 


Aquamanua I—— 

Coral Beach—. 

Hobday InfL- 

Miramar ,.. 


.- 314131 

_.314091 

i i. ,316636 

_316250 

-.-313521 

_312426 

_314340 


v-*'. 

1 ,y V-; ~-y- 
. ’"—{it C' ; 

’Jr 1 '-'.'' ‘ *--CJr** - . ■ ■ ■ -■ 


AI Andalusiah— 

A1 Barakeh——. 

Al-Jabal_ 

AJ-Labadi_ 

Al-RimaL_ 

Al-Samer.. 

Al-Waha _ 

Amin Jarrar.... 

A mman .. 

Arabian_ 

Avis_ 

Budget.. 

De’as._ 

Diram_.......... 

Europcar__ 

General Services - 
Hertz (InrL sales) 

Kada _ 

NationaL.. 

Nebo-... 

Petra..—_ 

Sahara.—.—— 

Satelite_ 

Shakhshir_ 

Star..-.. 

Swan NationaL. 


_606821 

..687988 

_606669 

_813554 

_ 639861 

_771707. 

__674105 

_ 670498 

_666327 

..641350 

_699420 

_604230 

_ 669970 

_660601 

- .601350/80: 

- .-674100 

_ 694802 

.665161/665153 
.639197/8 

_ 816792 

_ 605501 

_694883 

.625767/621471 

_ 668958 

_ 604904 

_ 694882 


Folklore Mnseum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre. Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 am - 5 pm year 
round.Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu- 
seam: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
AL-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 pm). Dosed 
Tuesdays.Tek638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of pain tings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
am - 5:00 pm Closed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 630128. 
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Algeria._ 

Argentina.- 

Buenos Aires I 

Australia___ 

Adelaide3 

Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 

Sydney 2 

Austria._ 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. ..... 

Belgium_ 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil__ 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brasilia 61 

Bulgaria_- 

Sofia 2 

Canada . ..- 

Ottawa 613 

Chile.___ 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus..... 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia... 

Prague 2 

Denmark.—__ 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador_—- 

Quito 2 

Egypt.- 

Cairo 2 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland- 

Helsinki 0 

France_...._ 

Paris 1 


Amman 


Alia Gateway.. 

Amtwssadcw_ 

(08)51000 
.. 665186 

Amra -- 

_ 815071 

Crown.___ 

..798181 

„ ...665181 

Forte Grand- 

Grand Palace._ 

InteiContinentaL„.. 

_674111 

. 661121 

_ 841712/3 

Terrisatenr 

Marriott-;_ 

Middle East—. 

^_665094 

J-.- 660100 

_ 667150 

.. _663100 


— 660000 

San Rnrff_ 

813801 

Tycbe .. 



The Prime Ministry/TcL 641211 

Foreign Affairs TeL 644361 

Interior Ministry TeL 663111 

Finance TeL 636321 

Public Health TeL 665131 

Education & Higher Education TeL 669181 

Justice TeL 663101 

Planning TeL 644466 

Public Works & Housing TeL 668481 

Muiiapalrtics & Environment TeL 641393 

Industry & TradeTeL 663191 

Supplies TeL 602121 

Awqaf & Islamic AffaimTeL 666141 


Agriculture Tel 6S6151 

Labour Tel 698186 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post &. Communications TeL 624301 

Information Td 641467 

Water & Irrigation Tel 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources TeL S15615 

Culture / Jabal Amman Td. 63639! 

Youth / University Td. 604701 
Parliamentary Affaire TeL 641211 
Tourism & Antiquities TeL 6423! t 





.. 49 

Bono 288 

Greece. 

__30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 
Hungary.-- 

J 6 

Budaptst 1 

India.... 

. . 9i 

Banglore 812 

New Delhi 11 


Bombay 22 


And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,2^43,6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia.. 

. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.. 

.39 

Rome 6 

Iraq... 

.964 

Baghdad I 

.. 81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya.. 

.254 

Nairobi 2 



. 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya.—'..—.____ 

218 

Tripoli 21 

.961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia—. 

—. 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

.52 

Mexico Gty 5 
Morocco.. 

. 212 

Fez 6 

Rabat7 


Netherlands. 

.31 


Amsterdam 20 

Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen.967 

AI Bayda 6 
Hodddah 3 

Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria.. 234 

Lagos 1 

Norway.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman..-.968 

Pakistan..92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Raualpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru..51 

Lima 14 

Philippines..63 

Manila 2 

Poland..48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar....-.974 

Romania.40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia..966 

Al-Kbobar 3 
AI-Madina 4 
D ammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spam. 34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.94 

Colombo I 

Sudan.. 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 4f» 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan. 8 So 

Taipei 2 

Thailand. 00 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia..216 

Tbnis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE.‘>71 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
AI Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras AI Khaimah 77 
Shaijah 6 

Umm AI Quwain b 

UK..44 

London tinner 71/outer SI) 

Uruguay.59S 

Montevideo 2 

USA. 1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR..7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela..5S 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 


■ 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

s 694-801 
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To bode your Advertise ment wrtfreJElectronic Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. 
Please call 685311 - Ext 71 





J .V.Y. I ?,vl . 


The Best Oriental 
Food in Town 


'm RESTAURANT 

•*- Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonisian & 
y Malaysian specialities 
g ar Five branches all over the world and now one in 
j Amman 

4 . Live Band “6" nights a week 
- World wuJgj^rograiiis VIA satellite 


Hours; 12 Noon 12 MktnfgM 
- Friday: 5PJH Mhbrigte 


Juhtliri Mfu'l - 2iiil til Min;..ni - i >|s|in,m- I 


Eastern Barbecue 
Quick Service 


824620 



The first haute cuisine. 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste leads. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Ho tel' 

for your reservations call 
639197 



Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just CaU:682097 
Our name says it aU 


T’th ofrela. Tat. 820099 



our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 


nr ki".| ]'i:11 i;:11-- i .ill 
Sil ll»i.tss;jMi 


|m<'M 1 u\iii iiiid 
1 llilJJ- 






J Ut rlclinii i’.u lies j 


QuiU UtiunplKTi- 1 

Spaeious Areas With Beautiful Dtromtiens 


(X 


l.il.S'TI.'. I'(l|IT.l M 




r )"- 

this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 


rcj jiiov 

EUROPEAN CUlSfNE 




One visit win make you 
a steady, we bdievdlf 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is available 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 




71* drift - Opp- Kmnwbi Hotel 
825428 


Classic 'Touch- 


Amman - Abdoon 

' Tel:822425 
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Khaled Shaheen 


'We capitalize on human resources' 


The 


Editor's note: Mr Khaled Sha¬ 
heen is the director general of 
Shaheen Group for Business 
and Investment a relatively 
newcomer in the Jordanian 
investments scene. Capitalizing 
on hmnan resources and Jor¬ 
dan's unique position, the 
group is investing millions in 
export-oriented projects. The 
Star's Osama EI-SheriT lalicwl 
to Mr Shaheen recently about 
his company’s activities and 
the role or the private sector in 
Jordan. Excerpts follow. 

What is the Shaheen Group 
for Business and Investment 
and what are its main areas of 
activity? 

The Shaheen Group reflects 
the family name on the one hand 
and the business and investment 
side on the other. It is a 100 per¬ 
cent family-owned company..It 
was started [in the West Bank] in 
1917 by our grandfather, and 
taken on by my father in the 
early 1960s when he came to Jor¬ 
dan. He look the initiative to 
expand its activities, which 
mainly focused on agriculture 
and real estate. My father's busi¬ 
ness grew vertically rather than 
horizontally because the human 
resources needed to be developed 
all the time...and now we are four 
brothers in the group prompting 
us to move "into horizontal 
expansion. 

[There are] many rumors about 
the sudden rise of the Shaheen 
Group. This [maybe] due to the 
fact that we tackle different 
aspects of business in Jordan. 
Bui we try to follow a new con¬ 
cept and philosophy...as His 
Majesty always says..our main 
investment is in Lhe human 
resource. We uy to capitalize on 
that because we believe that busi¬ 
ness is the so ft ware... all [success¬ 
ful] businesses in Jordan in the 
last 50 years were one-man 
shows..one famiiy...We had no 
institutional bases and that is due 
to many reasons like government 
regulations. These regulations 
forced many businessmen to pre¬ 
fer secrecy in their activities... 

Let's talk about specifics of 
your activities. You mention 
horizontal expansion. What are 
your recent projects? 


We are implementing a...food 
industrial project. It contains a 
first-class export oriented vegeta¬ 
ble oil refinery for human and 
industrial use. It will start pro¬ 
duction early 1994. The raw 
material will be imported mainly 
from the Far East We are con¬ 
ducting agreements to export for 
the West European market and 
although that market is flooded. 
We think we can export very 
good if not excellent quality 
products and we took all these 
factors into consideration when 
we designed the factory and 
imported the machinery 
We will also manufacture 
under famous brand names. The 
other main project is freezing 
and packaging vegetables and 
fruits. It is a hi-tech project, the 
first of its kind in Jordan using 
local raw materials. We hope 
that in the coming few years we 
will be able to change the planta¬ 
tion attitude in Jordan where we 
can convince the fanner to plant 
certain types of fruits and vegeta¬ 
ble which would be suitable for 
export. We are working as a joint 
venture with one of the well 
known frozen food companies in 
the world. Our markets would be 
Europe, the Far East and the 
Gulf. 

What about competition 
from Western Europe? 

Cost production is very high in 
Western Europe. We can't com¬ 
pete with manufacturers or agri¬ 
cultural producers there like 
Spain or Morocco because of 
transportation costs. But we 
managed to [overcome this] by 
producing high quality and rely¬ 
ing on retrigerated containers 
that come to the region and leave 
empty or what you call free-leg. 
So you can gel very good prices. 

1 think we can help overcome the 
problems of the agricultural sec¬ 
tor in Jordan. It is a very profita¬ 
ble business. The joint venture 
agreements will help us since we 
will be marketing under well- 
known brand names. 

The other joint venture agree¬ 
ment which we signed with 
Saudi and American investors 
lately is to manufacture alumin¬ 
ium tins worth $30 million. We 
are proud to have been able to 
convince these inves¬ 


tors... because these are 
multi-national 
companies... 

Where will you set up 
this factory and when 
will it start and where 
will your markets be? 

It is going to be in 
Schab Industrial Zone, 
along with other facto¬ 
ries. and we hope to start 
production after 14 

months from now. We 
think the latest political 
developments in the 

region will definitely 
have positive impact on 
the economy. We have 
30 percent of the project 
and another two Jordani¬ 
ans have 5 percent each, , 
the Saudi has 30 percent 
and the Americans 
another 30 percent. We are talk¬ 
ing about real foreign invest¬ 
ments coming from outside, not 
franchise but real investments. 
The Saudi and American partners 
are owners of similar plants in 
Saudi Arabia and in Dubai. We 
hope to supply Jordan. Syria, 
Egypt and Lebanon and some 
other territories so there won't be 
unnecessary competition. We are 
thinking of adding another line 
where we will make the cover of 
the aluminium tins, and this we 
can sell to other areas as well. So 
we will supply local fillers as 
well. 

What other areas of invest¬ 
ment are you currently looking 
into? 

We are in the final negotiations 
with an American hi-tech com¬ 
pany to produce fiber optics 
under licence. It will cost more 
than $5 million and there will be 
foreign money coming in as well. 
The marketing rights will include 
Europe as well. It is a very well- 
known international name. We 
realize the capabilities we have 
in Jordan...but what we need is 
the initiative. So if the Govern¬ 
ment keeps pushing the private 
sector, then all we need is the 
initiative. 

But what are the impedi¬ 
ments that prevent us from 
reaching that goal. You can't 
put all the blame on the private 
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sector— 

You're right the public sector 
is not doing enough to support 
the private sector because we 
face a lot of obstacles; the regu¬ 
lations here in Jordan are not 
oriented towards encouraging the 
private sector. There is this feel¬ 
ing about the private sector that 
it Is an enemy of the public sec¬ 
tor, like they want to take some¬ 
thing that does not belong to 
them. We have to get rid of this. 

What about this Govern¬ 
ment? The Prime Minister told 
Jordanian businessmen that he 
will work dosely with them to 
change things. Do you believe 
this? For instance how did the 
Government react to the last 
venture with the Saudis and 
Americans? 

I think Dr Majali [the Prime 
Minister] is sincere and he is 
active. He is trying his best. But 
the problem is not that easy. We 
are trying to overcome regula¬ 
tions that have been here for 
over 50 years... 

But is there a serious dia¬ 
logue going on with the 
Government? 

...Seriousness for me is when I 
see meaningful results. But we 
have been talking for a long time 
about privatization and enhanc¬ 
ing the role of the private sector 
and about overcoming bureau¬ 
cratic obstacles. It's just talking 


and talking. So perhaps that's 
what you call 3 dialogue. But still 
there is no mutual trust between 
the private sector and the Gov¬ 
ernment which is the private sec¬ 
tor...they are Jordanians. So the 
Government must believe that 
we are part of the community 
and that we are loyal to our coun¬ 
try. So the whole concept has to 
be changed. 

How many people do yon 
employ .-for instance how 
many are involved in present 
projects? 

The food processing, the refin¬ 
ery, the aluminium and the fibre 
optic projects will employ more 
than 700 people and in existing 
projects we have about 1000 and 
to be frank with you this created 
many problems for us. The con¬ 
cept of a private sector company 
owning several businesses is not 
accepted except in banks or some 
public shareholding companies. 

Everyone is exdted and is 
talking abpnt the economic div¬ 
idends of peace. In your opin¬ 
ion how will peace affect us 
and how wOJ the region look 
like in a year from now from a 
business standpoint? r 

Things have developed at the 
political level in a very quick 
way. which did not give us time 
to reflect and think about the 
consequences. I think we have to 
capitalize on what had happened 
and try to turn it into our benefit 
and this has political and eco¬ 
nomic meanings. It is difficult to 
predict what will happen, but 1 
can see the international enthu¬ 
siasm in this area in terms of 
investments. Things are not 
clear, but the development will 
definitely have economic impli¬ 
cations on us. 

What about those who say 
that there will be a flight of 
Palestinian capital from Jor¬ 
dan into the West Bank? 

For us. investing in the West 
Bank is like investing in any part 
of the world, but because of the 

special ties and the emotional 
links between Jordanians and 
Palestinians that will encourage 
us even more. If there is an 
opportunity we will work to 
secure iL As to the flight of capi¬ 


tal it is easier said than done— 
we have to be pragmatic about 
this. What has happened is a sub¬ 
stantial change and it is normal 
that there are those who support 
and those who criticize. It is pre¬ 
mature to rale anything out or to 
predict anything. 

■ You were planning to bufid a; 
large mail with unique features. 
and services. What happened 
to that idea? >. 

1 was not going to tackle that 
issue. It is now on. hold. There 
have been a lot of arguing about 
tins project. We were hoping that 
this project will go through.' We 
chose that location [at the Fifth 
Circle] because it was changing 
from a residential area into a 
commercial area. It was to be a 
good land mark for Amman, 
architecturally speaking. It was. 
to be an outlet for all Amman ; 
residents that's why we could not 
put it outside Amman. Those 
who were against it were not fair 
to us. They prevented the country 
from having $10 million in 
investments from outside and it 
would have employed 1200 peo¬ 
ple. No one can deny that if I 
want to make such an investment 
the return should be worth it. I 
can't relocate outside the city 
because we don't have a good 
public transportation system in 
Amman. I hope the Government 
will encourage us to continue 
with such a project The project 
was officially approved and pub¬ 
lished in the Official Gazette and 
then it was rejected. I need an 
answer. Only 200 meters from 
our site, a 1200 square meter area 
was zoned as a commercial area. 
If the Government is sincere 
about reviving the role of the pri¬ 
vate sector in our economy they 
have to knock at our door, not 
the other way around. Our for¬ 
eign partners were surprised. 
They spent days just waiting for 
an appointment to see officials. 
We invested a lot of money on 
that piece of land. We bought the 
rest of land after we got the 
approval. • . 

Why don't you sue - the 
Government? 

I don't want to do that, bul l 
want a satisfactory answer. ■ 
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Show preview: Gitex '93 


Over 8000 visitors at SMS Show '93: 

The future, now 


THE SCIENTIFIC and Medical 
Supplies Co. 1 SMS 1 celebrated 
last week 40 years of service in 
Jordan by holding an exhibition 
where the latest in medical sup¬ 
plies. educational aids 
and computer systems 
were presented to the 
public 

For computer users, 
this show was a major 
event since SMS carry 
important brand names 
in the computer indus¬ 
try such as Hewlett- 
Packard iHPL interna¬ 
tional industry leaders 
in laser and inkjet print¬ 
ers and who also make 
very impressive PCs 
especially the recent HP 
Vectra range which is 
actually recyclable. SMS is also 
the dealer for Dell Corporation 
who turned the international com¬ 
puter industry upside down with 
their direct-sales strategy and unri¬ 
valled support. 

But that's not all. To everyone's 
surprise, the show also marked the 
launch of a number of new brand 
names tor which SMS had 
obtained either dealership or dis¬ 
tributorship for Jordon. These 
include Intel Corp.. the world's 
biggest producer of microproces¬ 
sors. Quantum, the producers of 
first-class hard disk drives. Com¬ 
puter Associates, one of the 

biggest international software 

houses whose accounting pack¬ 
ages such as Simply Accounting 
art doine very well in Europe. 


LaserMaster the manufacturers of 
typesetting printers capable of 
producing A3 and oversized print¬ 
outs. Chase Research, Colorado 
Memory Drives, Sony computer 


I 



products and the dealership for 
Novell networking products in 
Jordan. 

The computer section of the hall 
was buzzing with visitors through¬ 
out the days of the show with 
friendly officials explaining the 
different products and solutions 
offered. Some eyecatching prod¬ 
ucts included the new range of HP 
printers especially the new color 
inkjet printer, the HP1200C which 
was churning out high quality 
printouts at impressive speeds that 
attracted attention and the new 
DeskJet 510 which was present on 
all the stands. Also on show were 
the new line of HP laser printers 
including the LaserJet 4L. a 300 
dpi budget printer from HP. which 
was setup with 3 nice touch of 


comedy from the SMS team who 
connected it to a small miniature¬ 
sized printer which could actually 
activate the 4L by a press of but¬ 
ton on the mini-4L. Visitors were 
wondering if they could get 
there 4L along with the mini 
box! The full HP Vectra PC 
range was on show with 
some machines connected 
to scanners, speakers, print¬ 
ers, plotters and every com¬ 
puter add-on you could 
think of. The HP OmniBook 
was probably the most 
impressive HP product on 
j show weighing around 
1.3Kg with a 386 processor 
J and actually running Win¬ 
dows at a respectable speed! 

! The machine actually has a 
mouse button, which when 
pressed, shoots out a small sized 
mouse from the right hand side of 
the O inn iBook tsee picture)! 

The Novell stand was quite 
impressive showing networking 
solutions boosting Netware 4.0. 
the latest version from Novel], and 
previous 
versions. 

The Intel 
stand 
offered a 
variety 
of hard¬ 
ware 
packages 
such as 

Intel 

math co¬ 
processors and fax and sound 
cards. A couple of other compa- 



THE GITEX 93 Exhibition held 
in the UAE is the biggest annual 
computer exhibition in the Middle 
East and probably the most impor¬ 
tant. It will be held this year at the 
World Trading Center in Dubai 
between 30 October and 2 
November. 

Gitex 93 promises over 1000 
companies represented with over 
300 international exhibitors and 
over 40 Arabic product launches. 
The European Commission is par¬ 
ticipating in Gitex and underlin¬ 
ing the importance ot this exhibi¬ 
tion for new companies wishing to 
break into the Gulf market with 45 
European exhibitors at the show 
this year. 

World leading IT companies 
have positioned Gitex in [heir 
Middle Eastern marketing strate¬ 
gies and the best venue for com¬ 
munication with their customers 
and dealers within the region. 

As for the plans of separate 
companies for the show, you can 
expect Microsoft to show its latest 
applications featuring the latest in 
pen technology, multi media 
equipment and a full range of 
Arabised products in addition to 
hosting a Future Technology. 

IBM's regional distributor. Gulf 
Business Machines (GBM) will 
focus on Imageplus for image pro¬ 
cessing and ICARO. a powerful 
search and retrieval document 
management system. Oracle will 
be underlining its commitment to 
Arabic Solutions at Gitex 93. 
Informix has doubled last year's 
stand area, allowing the company 
to expand the profile of its 
recently established regional 
offices to visitors and to launch 
new products including NT and 

nies. Autographies and Sedco 
were showing some of their prod¬ 
ucts alongside 
SMS products at 

the show which 
was a pleasant 
surprise. 

Mr Samer 
Mouasher, mar¬ 
keting manager 
of SMS, had the 
following to say 
about the show. 
"We were very 
pleased with the numbers of visi¬ 
tors, with at least 8000 visitors we 
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NetWare software data analysis 
tools. Lotus has its cote products 
in Arabic and how it is aiming to 
provide Arabised products within 
60 to 65 days of the English lan¬ 
guage version release date. Beta 
versions of AmiPro. Lotus 1-2-3 
4.0 and Organiser for Microsoft 
Arabic Windows will be on show. 
Locus will also display Notes and 
cc:Mail under Alalaraiah's Sakhr 
Windows shell. Diwan will be 
showing its Arabic Windows ver¬ 
sion of their very popular Macin¬ 
tosh desk top publishing applica¬ 
tion, Al-Nasher Al-Maktabi for 
Windows. SaudiSoft and 01 Sys¬ 
tems, two of the Middle East's 
leading software developers will 
be showing there latest products 
with SaudiSoft showing WISAL 
and 01 Systems showing their lat¬ 
est version of Nafitha Arabisation 
layer for DOS. Also Eastern Lan¬ 
guage Systems will be at Gitex 
with their package, Al-Kaatib 2.0 
word processor. 

This year, there will be a special 
section for networking products to 
bouse the expanding interest of 

know of'. When asked whether. 
SMS is still planning to participate 
in the Amman Computer Expo 93 
next, month he said, "SMS will be 
. there". This would be the first 
time SMS takes pan in tin's annual 
event since 1991. 

The recently acquired brand 
names alongside the other dealer¬ 
ships the company already had 
was elaborated on by Mr 
Mousher's statement of the com¬ 
pany's aim which is "integrating 
into the Middle East and progress¬ 
ing to a positive future." * 
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network vendors in exhibiting 
their products. Yoa can expect to 
see international network giants 
such as Sypnodes and Cabletron 
Systems with the latest in Ether¬ 
net, Token Ring and FDDI net¬ 
working hardware and software. 

Operating systems on show at 
networking company's stands 
should include Windows NT and 
Novell's full range oflatest operat¬ 
ing system including the latest 
Netware SFT Ill- 

Even for the Jordanian com¬ 
puter sector, Gitex is a major 
occasion and a number of repre¬ 
sentatives of Jordanian companies 
attend, if not to show their prod¬ 
ucts, then to simply use this ideal 
opportunity to see the latest in 
creative technology. ■ 
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250 times since its publication. f adventures has; 

From Icelandic to Japanese, the , Lafinedirion. :, 

been translated into 23 . A mC t}d Schwarzenegger . a 

White atelli^b^^ 3 h3 « n . wtes: ; # 

«■» and " saft ,o V 

adventures. _. . 


Beatrix Potter’s 
lonely childhood in 
. London, where she was 
bom in 1866, was 
enlivened by a menage¬ 
rie of animals. Tte first 
Peter Rabbit was a 
schoolroom pet. 

Mainly self-taught in 
art and natural history, 
she became an accom¬ 
plished water colourist 
and botanical illustra¬ 
tor. The enchanting 
and detailed illustra¬ 
tions to her animal sto¬ 
ries show an exact 
observation of naiural 
life, especially of Eng¬ 
land's scenic Lake Dis- 
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trict where she spent ( •maworirfoiteaiAfwwr -.—:- 1 

many childhood 

^Beatrix Potter turned to sketching pet animals dressed as human 
beings to amuse her ex-governess’ young children. The onpnal 
version of Peter Rabbit was an illustrated letter to a sick chi Id. My 
dear Noel, I don't know what to write to you. so I shall tea you a 
story about four little rabbits...." , . ... _ 

When her manuscript was rejected by publishers, she decided ro 
publish Peter's story at her own expense, priming 250 copies ui 

1901. The publishing house of Frederick Wamc then took on the 
book, which was published with her own colour illustrations m 

1902. . - 

By the eid of the following year, 50,000 copies of The Tale qf 
Peter Rabbit had been sold, prompting her to remark: "The public 
must be fond of rabbits! What an appalling quantity of Peter!" : 

She was not slow to capitalize on this, taking out a patent on her.... 
own Peter Rabbit doll in December 1903. This starred a whole 
industry of puzzles, toys and crockery, that continues today. 

A long and productive relationship with her publisher had a per- - 
sonal dimension. Beatrix became engaged to her editor Norman 
Wame in summer 1905, though sadly Jie died only weeks later. 

Like other authors and artists inspired by its natural beauty, Bea¬ 
trix Potter made the Lake District her home, buying Hill Top Farm 
in Sawrey in 1905 with a small legacy. .. 

This, was ho.romantic escape but a working farm. Not only did • 
she use it as the setting for. some of her most famous stories but 
later made a new name for herself as a breeder of Hcrdwick sheep. 

Continued on page 5 
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Computer 'downtime" 

CUSTOMER INDIGNATION resulting from computer failures ; 
is nothing new. Try to remember a situation when a computer j 
. malfunction or error, also known as computer downtime, pre¬ 
vented you from cashing a cheque at your bank when you needed 
it most or from booking a flight you had to be on or just having 
to wait hours on end in a government , institution because the 
computer was 'down*. • 

Feelings of anger are perfectly justified in such situations, but a 
little piece of-information might be interesting to you. Com pa-, 
nies suffer, too and, for them, it could be worse. A survey of 450- 
American firms done last year showed that computer down time 
could cost a company up to $1300 a minute! That could actually 
mean that half a day's loss of a computer system, which is critical 
for business, could 
cost at least $ I mil¬ 
lion: That’s a lot of 
money!. In other 
words ■ not. only 
individuals suffer 
because of com¬ 
puter downtime, 
companies are. vic¬ 
timized by it too. 

So with 'custom¬ 
ers and companies 
suffering equally,! 
that would leave os 
. with the actual , cul¬ 
prit: die computer 
itself. 

Some co mpa nies, which develop computer systems, are mov¬ 
ing already to produce the so-caJJed "infalliWe system" by estab¬ 
lishing stimesort of permanent availability! , . 

According to "the Sunday Times, when a long-distance tele¬ 
phone network of AT&T went down for nine hours in 1990, 
AT&T calcnlated the lost revenue at about $60 and $75 million! 
oraiOTrid$13D0perminiife. . .’ . 

These huge losses make it clear that even having a computer 

- system which is 90 percent reliable is not good enough be cause it 
will still cost the users around $68Tnillion per year. Even when it 
becomes 99 percent reliable; this would still mean' that the com¬ 
pany would de facing 5000 minutes of downtime a year which'is 

■ worth $6.8.million in losses... . .-v 

Is it possible; then, to aik for a computer system whichis 

- 99-99 percent reliable, to guarantee no more than 5 minutes 
downtime a year? What is possible; at the moment, is » work' 
.with software companies to'develop disaster recovery’ programs 
that would enscre, in the event of an unavoidable system inter- 

. raption, that essential data is . neither lost nor corrupted. This is 
known; as maintainingihe fouejpity'Of daa. 

• • Siidj projects auned at reducing 1 cdmpttterdowntime to about 5 
mmuteSmighttratbe.achieved before 1995, which means at least 
anomer year of projected losses injarbfit for. companies all over ; 
the world. Bui let’s stop worrying aboutthc companies for a min- 
ute, andtakea look aiihe issue from another angle. Like all other 

- issues related ttreustomer service: - companies annear to rfcaltv- 
stmtarwony abouttheir customers only whetifo^contoSy 
itself .suffers losses! How typical. The point which both comp£ 
mes and customera should pay .attention, to is that the technologi¬ 
cal revolution js forcing us to 'share' the headaches of comm^r 
downtrine. :- 

■ V a ® bar companies and a new found 

.hopeTorcustoiMrs. Aid tb* is that, even to; situations of emti-; 
,ronmenfeti haqnfa, .such as floods, -earthquakes, lightening and 

,-' abfc 10 ^ required servlcf 2d 

.vdate prtjtectipp^and five-on a normal lifel-B ■ - 





























